
rane our first game until we have tried and tested all aspects of facility from playing on the pitches to pouring a pint in the bar and ensuring 
there is hot water in the showers. This in itself will take time but get ready to move home games from Lancing by around mid season. I 
can't wait !! 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HORSHAM FOOTBALL 

CLUB 

FOUNDED 1881 

 

Major honours 

West Sussex Football 

League 

1899-90, 1900-1, 1925-6 

Sussex County League 

1931-2, 1932-3, 1933-4, 

1935-6, 1936-7, 1937-8, 

1946-7 

Southern Combination 

Football League 

2015-16 

Sussex RUR Cup 

1900, 1931, 1932, 1934 

(Jt), 1935, 1936,1937, 

1938 (Jt), 1946, 1949 

(Jt), 1951,1952, 1957 

Sussex Floodlight Cup 

1977-8, 2001-2 

Sussex Senior Cup 

1934-5, 1938-9, 1949-50, 

1953-4, 1971-2, 1973-4, 

1975-6 

FA Cup 1st Round  

1947-8, 1966-7 

FA Cup 2nd Round  

2007-8 

Metropolitan League 

1951-2 

Athenian League 

Division Two 

1969-70 

Athenian League 

Division One 

1972-3 

Isthmian League 

Division Three 

1995-6 
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The Isthmian Football League and Horsham FC strongly support the FA 

statement that there should be a zero tolerance approach against racism 

and all forms of discrimination. Accordingly, any forms of discriminatory 

abuse, whether it be based on race or ethnicity, sexual orientation, 

gender, faith, age, ability or other form of abuse will be reported to the 

Football Association for action by that association. 

 

 
 

HORSHAM FOOTBALL 

CLUB 

FOUNDED 1881 

 

MAJOR HONOURS 

West Sussex Football 

League 

1899-90, 1900-1, 1925-6 

Sussex County League 

1931-2, 1932-3, 1933-4, 

1935-6, 1936-7, 1937-8, 

1946-7 

Metropolitan League 

1951-2 

Athenian League 

Division Two 

1969-70 

Athenian League 

Division One 

1972-3 

Isthmian League 

Division Three 

1995-6 

Southern Combination 

Football League 

2015-16 

Sussex RUR Cup 

1900, 1931, 1932, 1934 

(Jt), 1935, 1936,1937, 

1938 (Jt), 1946, 1949 (Jt), 

1951,1952, 1957 

Sussex Floodlight Cup 

1977-8, 2001-2 

Sussex Senior Cup 

1934-5, 1938-9, 1949-50, 

1953-4, 1971-2, 1973-4, 

1975-6 

FA Cup 1st Round  

1947-8, 1966-7 

FA Cup 2nd Round  

2007-8 

 

Life President: Frank King 

Directors: 
Kevin Borrett (Chairman), John Lines (CEO), Mark Butler (Finance) 

David Hillier, Paul Osborn (Commercial), Jeff Barrett 
James Clewlow (Legal Advisor and Company Secretary) 

 
Club Committee: 
The above plus: 

Sean Bravery (chairman), Annie Raby, Mark Wells, Sam Borrett, Jeanie Charman, Roger 
Charman, Joe Clarke, Ray Farrell, Howard Frogley, Nigel Smithers, Matt Dale, Mark Barrett, 

Jack Everley 
Club Secretary 

Jeff Barrett 07712 888980 Email: jeff.barrett@btinternet.com 

Youth Secretary & Child Welfare Officer:  
Annie Raby 07800 922442 Email: ivan.raby@btinternet.com 

Health & Safety Officer: Roger Charman  
Programme: Mark Wells 

Website: Mark Wells & Matt Dale 
Commercial:  

Matchday advertising: Paul Osborn 07748802424 Email: Osborn@btinternet.com  
 

Vice Presidents: 
S.Bravery, Mrs J Brittain, G Brittain, J.Dale, T.Dickinson, D.Duffield  

Mrs J.Mallard, W.Michel, D.Rick, J.Smyth, E.Stephens,  
Howie the Hornet 

 
Life Members: 

Jeff Barrett, Roger Charman, Clive Edwards, Howard Frogley, Adam Hammond, Frank King, 
Maureen Smith, Nigel Smithers, Ted Streeter, Eric Wright, Miss Joan Young, Annie Raby, Ivan 

Raby, Mark Wells, John Lines 
Trustees: A.Baker, D.Burstow, C.Edwards, F.King 

 
FOOTBALL 

1st team manager: Dominic Di Paola 
1st team assistant manager: Adam Westwood 

1st team coach: Jimmy Punter 
Goalkeeping coach: Andy McCarthy 

Physio: Stephanie Apps 
Kit man: Darren Etheridge 

U14 Amber manager: Tony Massimo Coach: Steve Bridle 
U14 Green manager: Ian Scott Coach: Andy Stowell, Rob Carter 

U13 manager: Paul Brown Coach: Alex Bethell, Ross Butterfill 
U12 manager: Ben Pugh 

U11 manager: Sam Jones Coach Matt Robinson 
 

website: www.horsham-fc.co.uk  

 



  

   P W D L F A Pts 

1 Cray Wanderers 33 23 7 3 71 30 76 

2 Horsham 34 21 5 8 67 37 68 

3 Hastings United 33 19 6 8 70 42 63 

4 Ashford United 33 19 4 10 64 33 61 

5 Haywards Heath Town 33 17 8 8 62 46 59 

6 VCD Athletic 33 18 2 13 68 62 56 

7 Hythe Town 34 14 9 11 65 56 51 

8 Whyteleafe 33 14 6 13 58 47 48 

9 Phoenix Sports 33 11 10 12 57 59 43 

10 Whitstable Town 33 11 9 13 35 49 42 

11 Sevenoaks Town 33 11 8 14 42 47 41 

12 Ramsgate 33 9 11 13 49 51 38 

13 East Grinstead Town 33 10 8 15 59 67 38 

14 Herne Bay 33 11 4 18 61 77 37 

15 Three Bridges 33 10 5 18 47 66 35 

16 Sittingbourne 33 11 2 20 46 66 35 

17 Faversham Town 33 9 7 17 52 77 34 

18 Guernsey 33 7 8 18 45 70 29 

19 Greenwich Borough 34 8 5 21 39 75 29 

20 Thamesmead Town 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Thamesmead Town withdrawn due to liquidation.Record expunged 

 
 

RESULTS 
Bostik South East Division 

Saturday 30 March 
Ashford United 3 Guernsey 0 

East Grinstead Town 5 Hythe Town 2 
Greenwich Borough 2 Sittingbourne 1 

Hastings United 3 Ramsgate 0 
Horsham 3 Sevenoaks Town 1 

Three Bridges 2 Phoenix Sports 0 
VCD Athletic 3 Haywards Heath Town 0 

Whitstable Town 1 Cray Wanderers 0 
Whyteleafe 0 Herne Bay 2 

 
Saturday 6 April 

Guernsey 1 Whyteleafe 3 
Haywards Heath Town 2 Whitstable Town 1 

Herne Bay 3 Faversham Town 1 
Hythe Town 3 Ashford United 1 

Phoenix Sports 5 East Grinstead Town 1 
Ramsgate 1 VCD Athletic 2 

Sevenoaks Town 0 Three Bridges 0 
Sittingbourne 1 Horsham 6 

 
Sunday 7 April 

Cray Wanderers 1 Greenwich Borough 1 
 

Sussex Senior Cup semi-final 
Tuesday 9 April 

Bognor Regis 1 Brighton & Hove Albion U23 5 
 

Bostik South East Division 
Saturday 13 April 

Cray Wanderers 3 Ashford United 1 
Faversham Town 3 Three Bridges 0 

Hastings United 1 Hythe Town 1 
Haywards Heath Town 0 Sevenoaks Town 1 

Herne Bay 2 Horsham 3 
VCD Athletic 5 East Grinstead Town 4 
Whitstable Town 2 Phoenix Sports 1 

Whyteleafe 3 Sittingbourne 0 
 

Sunday 14 April 
Guernsey 1 Greenwich Borough 1 

 
Friday 19 April 

Ashford United v VCD Athletic 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CULVER ROAD GROUND REGULATIONS 

Spectators may not bring the following into the ground: musical 
instruments, drums, klaxons, air horns, whistles, fireworks, smoke bombs, 
flares, glass bottles/containers, tin cans or any object that may be deemed 
to be dangerous. Spectators may not bring alcohol or food and drink into 
the ground. Spectators must, if required, submit themselves to be  
searched in order that the club can prevent any prohibited items from being 
brought into the ground. The club reserves the right to eject from the ground 
and prosecute any person who has: 
a) Failed to comply with an instruction given by a County FA or club official, 

steward or police officer 
b) Thrown missiles of any description 
c) Encroached onto the playing area 
d) Made obscene, racist or insulting gestures or used obscene, racist or 

insulting language 
e) Used violence of any nature 
f) Climbed on any building, wall, fence or floodlight equipment 
g) Defaced or committed any act of vandalism against Horsham Football 

Club or Sussex County Football Association property 
h) Taken glasses or glass bottles outside the clubhouse building 
 
The following are not allowed in the ground under any circumstances: 

• Dogs (except assistance dogs)  

• Ball games, scooters, skateboards etc. 

 

IMPORTANT 

Horsham FC does not accept any liability for 
any injury to or claims of any kind from, 
spectators arising from incidents either within 
the ground or its precincts. All spectators must 
remain behind the pitch barrier at all times. All 
vehicles are parked in the car park at the 
owner’s risk and the Horsham Football Club 
accepts no liability for any losses or damage to 
vehicles of any kind. Parking is not allowed on 
Culver Road. 

 

Bostik League South East Division  



  
Greetings 

Today's match is sponsored by Jim Rae and the matchball provided by Oscar Kent, to both of whom 
we offer our very grateful thanks.  
 
Good afternoon everyone and welcome to what we hope isn’t our final ‘home’ match here at Lancing. Not 
because we’re not relishing the prospect of moving into our brand new stadium (far from it!) but if the players 
were to run out here again this season it would be because they have secured a home semi-final tie in the 
promotion play-offs. Our entertaining victory at Herne Bay last Saturday means we are assured of a top five 
finish but the aim now is to tie down second or third spot to secure home advantage, something that would 
be achieved with a win this afternoon. However, we come up against a Faversham Town side who have 
their own reasons for wanting a result as they sit just one place and five points above the bottom two with 
just three games remaining. The likelihood is that it would take a surprising set of results for The Lilywhites’ 
nine year spell in the Isthmian League to come to an end but they will be hopeful of taking a positive result 
from their visit today to avoid an uncomfortable final week. Hopefully they will have brought a good number 
of supporters with them from Kent so, to them and everyone associated with the club, we wish you all a very 
pleasant stay with us and a safe journey home this evening. 
 
Since beating Sevenoaks here three weeks ago, we have enjoyed two terrific results on our travels with a 
fantastic 6-1 defeat of Sittingbourne, our highest away from home in the Isthmian League since the 7-0 victory 
at Ashford in March 2006, and that narrow 3-2 success at Herne Bay where we showed great character after 
being twice pegged back by the home side. Aside from well and truly banishing that Kent awayday ‘hoodoo’ 
(that’s nine wins and two draws from thirteen visits to ‘England’s Garden’ this season) it takes our win tally 
to a twelve year high in the Isthmian League from significantly fewer matches. It also takes our ‘points per 
game’ figure to two, something that may well prove crucial in the final reckoning with the two sides registering 
the lowest PPG of the seven divisional play-off winners being denied promotion. The current placings has 
Horsham down in eighth but two wins from our final two matches would make a significant impact. Our final 
match is no easier, though, as we visit Guernsey on Monday for what could potentially be the final Step 4 
match played at Footes Lane for at least a year with the Green Lions locked on twenty-nine points with 
Greenwich Borough at the foot of the table, although they have played one game less than the South 
Londoners. A reminder to supporters that this match will kick-off at 2pm.  
 
At the conclusion of this afternoon’s match we will be announcing the winner of our Player of the Season so 
please make sure you’ve registered your vote with Matt Dale or any club official before half-time. Voting slips 
are available from Jack or Dan, our programme sellers. We are planning to make the End of Season Awards 
Night the first event in our new clubhouse at Hop Oast so please be sure to check our website where full 
details will be announced as soon as we are able.  
 
Since our last programme our ‘stars of the future’ - our U12s and U13s - have completed their respective 
league and cup doubles with the U14s hopeful of making it a clean sweep of league titles next weekend. You 
can read more about the youth sides further in the programme.  
 
Although we all hope to be back here a week on Monday, I’m taking nothing for granted so have included in 
this programme the customary acknowledgements from Chairman Kevin Borrett and Commmittee Chairman 
Sean Bravery, to which I would like to add a few of my own personal thankyous. First to Perry Williams of 
Exel Printing for his flexible approach in producing an attractive matchday programme, and to all those who 
have shown their support by placing ads or just buying a copy each matchday. To our ever-busy Secretary 
Jeff Barrett for giving up his time to proof read each one, to Matt Dale for his match reports, John Lines for 
his excellent photography and to everyone who has submitted an entry to the ‘My First Time’ feature. If you 
have any suggestions as to what you would like to see featured in next season’s programme, or perhaps you 
would like to be a feature writer, please email me at horshamfc@yahoo.co.uk. All ideas considered! 
 
See you in Guernsey! 

Mark 
 

Cover image: Chris Smith acknowledges the fans after scoring at Herne Bay (photo by John Lines) 
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Hello everyone and welcome back! It seems like ages since we’ve played at Lancing so today we’re 
delighted to welcome Dan Chapman, Phil Miles and their Faversham side to Culver Road for what is our 
last home match of the regular season.  
 
I thought we put in a professional performance down at Sittingbourne and weren’t flattered at all by the 
scoreline. It took us a while to get used to the pitch but we played very well and the goal right on half-time 
set us up for a very comfortable second half. We were very positive, played good football in the right areas, 
and they couldn’t get near us quick enough. The only negative was letting in that goal right at the end but 
it’s difficult to be critical when you’ve won 6-1 away from home. I didn’t think we played brilliantly at Herne 
Bay on Saturday yet we managed to find a way to win, which was really pleasing. Herne Bay aren’t a bad 
side, and were one of the form teams at kick-off, but we struggled to get to grips with the game on a poor 
surface and gave them two sloppy goals. But after we got our third, we defended properly and managed to 
see the game out fairly comfortably in the end. 
 
As I’m sure you’ll all know by now, last Saturday’s results mean that we are guaranteed to be in the play-
offs but that doesn’t mean our job is done. The aim now is to make sure we finish in one of the top two 
places so that we get a home tie in the semi-final. We need one more victory from our final two matches to 
do that but neither of them are going to be easy. Faversham probably need three more points to be certain 
of staying up but there will be a lot of pressure on Guernsey when we go there on Monday as it looks to be 
between them and Greenwich Borough as to who will be going down. Although we are in good form 
ourselves, we will be taking nothing for granted in either of these games and will be as strong as we can. 
We also have to bear in mind our points per game total, something that could still affect who goes up. To be 
fair, its hard to keep a handle on it as the ppg changes all the time but we’ll know by Monday evening how 
we’ve finished and can do nothing to influence next Saturday’s results. The important thing for us is to get 
as many points as we can and go from there. We don’t feel under any pressure as I think us and Hastings 
are in a fairly comfortable position but you look at Ashford’s final fixtures and they’ve got VCD, Hastings and 
Haywards Heath – the three other teams going for promotion – so plenty can change in the next week. 
 
The Thamesmead situation means we have a free weekend next weekend, with the semi-finals scheduled 
for two days later. Will that be an advantage for us, not playing on Saturday? The answer is, I don’t know! 
We will train on Thursday but otherwise the boys will be inactive for a week, which isn’t always ideal. You 
could argue that the other sides will suffer from playing twice in three days but, whoever we play, they’re 
bound to be up for it as no-one will want to get that close to promotion and miss out.  
 
Thankfully we’re in good shape with only Charlie Harris out, and even he has begun to do some straight line 
running now. We’ve picked up no new injuries over the last couple of weeks so that means we can rotate 
things a bit to give everyone minutes but one enforced change is in goal as Josh Pelling is unavailable this 
weekend so Joe Mant comes in. Joe had a run out at Sittingbourne and although it was a very comfortable 
afternoon for him, it gave him the opportunity to get used to the boys. He’s shown a great attitude since he’s 
been with us and is chomping at the bit to play and I’ve got no problem putting him in as he’s an experienced 
‘keeper. 
 
Please get behind us for our final push. You’ve been brilliant all season and your support gives us all a 
massive boost. 
 

Dom 

 

 

 
 

 

 

From the boss 
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Horsham 3 Sevenoaks Town 1 
Bostik South East Division 
Saturday 30th March 2019 
Att 184 
 
Horsham could afford the luxury of a missed penalty as they cruised to a comfortable victory over mid-table 
Sevenoaks. Yet they could have found themselves a goal behind inside the opening two minutes when Josh 
Pelling was forced to save from Lauris Chin, with Ryan Fowler’s follow-up effort coming back off a post and 
Kyle De Silva twice denied by blocks in a frantic goalmouth scramble. Having survived that early scare, the 
Hornets went on to become the more dominant force and opened the scoring on twenty-one minutes when 
Lee Harding and Chris Smith combined from a corner, with the former’s deep cross headed back across 
goal by Joe Shelley for Rob O’Toole to throw himself full length to nod the ball powerfully into the net. 
Harding drew a spectacular flying save from Oaks ‘keeper Ben Bridle-Card, who prevented the winger’s 
twenty yard strike from finding the top corner of the net, and O’Toole went close with a volley and was just 
inches away from converting Tyrell Richardson-Brown’s low cross before a foul on O’Toole gave Smith the 
chance to double the lead from the penalty spot. But, after a lengthy delay for treatment to O’Toole’s 
assailant, Kieran Hughes, Smith put his shot against the post. The miss was forgotten, three minutes into 
the second half, when the striker neatly turned in a near post cross from O’Toole and then the creator 
became scorer, confidently netting his second of the match from a sublime through ball from Richardson-
Brown. Harvey Sparks missed a good chance to extend the lead before Adrian Stone pulled one back for 
Sevenoaks in the closing stages to give the final scoreline a far closer feel than it actually was. 
 
Horsham: Josh Pelling, Steve Metcalf, Harvey Sparks, Jack Brivio (Dean Lovegrove,67), Joe Shelley, Dylan 
Merchant, Tyrell Richardson-Brown, George Hayward (Scott Kirkwood,75), Rob O'Toole, Chris Smith (Dan 
Hogan,67), Lee Harding 
 
Sevenoaks: Ben Bridle-Card, Josh Dorling, Kieran Hughes (Tom Ripley,44), Dan Parkinson, Jack Miles, 
Michael Aziaya (Ainsley Everett,60), Kyle De Silva (Adrian Stone,79), Alec Fiddes, Lauris Chin, Frankie 
Sawyer, Ryan Fowler 
 
Sittingbourne 1 Horsham 6 
Bostik South East Division 
Saturday 6th April 2019 
Att 182 
 
Three goals in the final ten minutes helped Horsham to their biggest Isthmian League away win for thirteen 
years. After a goalless opening thirty-two minutes, during which Dylan Merchant, Smith and Sittingbourne’s 
Tom Lawrence went close to opening the scoring, Smith provided the breakthrough via a close range volley 
from Sparks’ low cross. Jack Brivio added a second, just before the break, and Smith made it three, eight 
minutes into the second half with a thumping shot into the roof of the net. The Hornets dominated the second 
half but had to wait until the latter stages before ramming home their superiority. They had a helping hand 
with their fourth and fifth goals when Smith skipped past goalkeeper Patrick Lee before sending the ball 
across the face of goal where it was turned into his own net by Lex Allan, and when a weak back header 
by Tommie Fagg resulted in Lee tugging Smith back as he attempted to go round him, Smith converted the 
resulting penalty to complete his hat-trick and take his goal tally to twenty for the season. There was still 
time for Brivio to add his second of the game, and a second header for the skipper, from substitute Joey 
Taylor’s free-kick before a late slip by debutant ‘keeper Joe Mant gifted Billy Lewins a tap-in consolation at 
the death. Smith was denied a fourth goal in stoppage time when he shot against the bar. 
 
Horsham: Joe Mant, Steve Metcalf, Harvey Sparks, Jack Brivio, Will Miles (Lewis Hyde,65), Dylan 
Merchant, Tyrell Richardson-Brown, George Hayward, Rob O'Toole (Kieran Lavery,70), Chris Smith, Lee 
Harding (Joey Taylor,78) 
 
Sittingbourne: Patrick Lee, Chris Webber, Jack Morrell, Lex Allan, Tommie Fagg, Kwasi Amoah (Khalil 
McFarlane,36), Izzu Adebayo (Kane Phillip,55), Tom Lawrence (Billy Lewins,60), Roman Campbell, Henry 
Woods, Timileyin Toluwanile 

MATCH REPORTS 
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MATCH REPORT 
 Herne Bay 2 Horsham 3 
Bostik South East Division 
Saturday 13th April 2019 
Att 309 
 
The Hornets were pushed all the way by mid-table Herne Bay before emerging victorious to secure their 
place in the end of season play-offs, courtesy of this entertaining five goal affair. A sizeable away following 
were given plenty to cheer in the opening stages when, after captain Jack Brivio had put a header just wide, 
Chris Smith volleyed into the net after Joe Shelley’s headed effort had come back off the bar. The hosts 
were behind for just ten minutes before Alex Mulrooney-Skinner picked out Bradley Schafer to smash the 
ball past Josh Pelling, but the striker should have added a second a further ten minutes on when he failed 
to hit the target with only Pelling to beat. Bay were looking the more dangerous as the half wore on and 
Pelling was forced into saves from Danny Leonard and Schafer, the latter piece of action resulting in claims 
from the home fans for a penalty. Yet it was the Hornets who regained the advantage, and a half-time lead, 
when Tyrell Richardson-Brown’s cross was inch-perfect for Lee Harding to head home at the far post. 
 
The match continued to ebb and flow after the break and Bay were back in the contest on fifty-four minutes 
when a free-kick into the Horsham box was drilled home by Tahjae Anderson. The Hornets responded well 
to being pegged back, though, and Shelley put two headers over the crossbar from Harding free-kicks, 
Brivio also went close to restoring the lead with his head, while Rob O’Toole was denied a goal by an 
upright. But they wouldn’t be denied and the winning strike came eleven minutes from time when Kieran 
Lavery, who had only been on the pitch some seven minutes after replacing Richardson-Brown, clipped 
Harding’s pass beyond ‘keeper Simon Overland and inside the far post to the delight of the travelling faithful.  
 
Horsham: Josh Pelling, Steve Metcalf, Harvey Sparks, Jack Brivio (Dean Lovegrove,87), Joe Shelley, Will 
Miles, Tyrell Richardson-Brown (Kieran Lavery,72), George Hayward, Rob O'Toole, Chris Smith (Joey 
Taylor,90), Lee Harding 
 
Herne Bay: Simon Overland, Alex Mulrooney-Skinner (James Belcher,82), Raphe Brown, Ben Gorham, 
Danny Rumbol, Daniel Birch, Bradley Schafer, Simon Kabamba, Victor Aiyelabola, Tahjae Anderson, 
Danny Leonard 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Above: Rob was so tired after the game that Steph had to drag him off the pitch by his ankles! 

 

 



  
Cray Wanderers finally achieved the inevitable last weekend and were crowned Bostik League South East 
champions, courtesy of a 3-1 home success over Ashford United. The Nuts & Bolts began strongly but 
went behind to a Joe Taylor penalty on thirty-two minutes and conceded a second to Mitchel Nelson, just 
before half-time. Ashford’s cause wasn’t helped by the second half dismissal of Lee Prescott but they kept 
going and pulled a goal back through Danny Parish with eleven minutes to go. Any nerves among the home 
fans were eased by a third Cray goal from Tom Carlse before the finish, sparking celebratory scenes at 
Hayes Lane. Ashford’s defeat gave Hastings United the opportunity to open up a gap on them in third 
place but they failed to take full advantage after being held to a 1-1 draw at home by a Hythe Town side 
that has lost just one of its last six matches. Against the run of play it was the visitors who went in front, Sid 
Sollis scoring on twenty-five minutes, with the Us frustrated until Bradley Stevenson levelled things up 
twenty minutes from time. Haywards Heath’s surprise home reverse to Sevenoaks Town, whose Jack 
Miles scored the game’s only goal after just nine minutes, leaves the Hanbury Park outfit looking anxiously 
over their shoulders at VCD Athletic who moved to within three points of the final play-off spot with a 
thrilling victory against East Grinstead Town at Oakwood. Charlie MacDonald and Orlando Smith each 
scored a brace to leave the score 2-2 after half an hour and that’s the way it stayed until a crazy spell of 
five goals in seventeen minutes, either side of the hour mark. Jerson Dos Santos put EG in front for the 
first time, only for Alex Gaggin to reply within a minute. Jack Bray restored the visitors’ lead but then Temi 
Eweka levelled before MacDonald claimed his hat-trick, and the points, with twenty-two surprisingly 
goalless minutes remaining. 
 
With all the other sides in the division having nothing more than mid-table respectability to play for, there is 
plenty of excitement at the foot of the table where Guernsey and Greenwich Borough are in a two-way 
battle to avoid the drop. Mathematically, Three Bridges, Sittingbourne and Faversham Town could still be 
relegated so there would have been plenty of relief in those three camps when the two sides shared the 
spoils at Footes Lane last Sunday. The majority of a 1,058 crowd gathered in support of the Green Lions 
and they would have been delighted with their side’s performance as they enjoyed the better of the first half 
and deservedly took the lead just after the half hour through Dave Rihoy’s deflected header. The second 
half was a tale of two penalties, the first coming six minutes after the change of ends and scored by 
Greenwich’s Teshuane Tyreece-Walters to level things up. Guernsey had the chance to win the game five 
minutes from time when they were awarded a spot-kick of their own, only for sub Will Fazackerley to see 
his kicked saved by Ollie Webber. The match was then held up for twenty minutes to allow Borough’s Tony 
Robinson to receive treatment after a nasty clash with Carlos Canha but with no further score, all eyes are 
likely to be on events at the DGS Marine Stadium and Phoenix Sports’ Mayplace ground today as the 
bottom two look to get the win that would give them the psychological advantage ahead of the final round 
of matches.  
 

Whyteleafe recorded back-to-back wins for the first time since before Christmas with a 3-0 win against 

Sittingbourne, who have now lost their last five in a row, Dan Hector, Marvin Armstrong and Andre 
McCollin getting the goals. A ninetieth minute goal by Connor Sanders secured Whitstable Town a 2-1 
home win against Phoenix Sports, for whom Solomon Taiwo had earlier cancelled out Ricky Freeman’s 
penalty opener, while a goal by the evergreen Carl Rook set today’s visitors Faversham Town on the way 
to a 3-0 victory over Three Bridges, Liam King and Daniel Carrington adding further goals in the second 
half. 
 
Bostik League South East Division stat attack: 
Total goals scored: 1,057 
Top scorers: Cray Wanderers - 71 
Leading goalscorer: Charlie MacDonald (VCD Athletic) – 30 
Biggest victory: Ashford United 7 Greenwich Borough 0 
Biggest away win: Herne Bay 1 VCD Athletic 7 
Most goals in a game: 9 (six times) 
Highest attendance: 1,058 Guernsey v Greenwich Borough 
Lowest attendance: 52 Greenwich Borough v Sevenoaks Town 
 
 
Pictured right: the victorious Cray Wanderers squad 
 

Bostik South East Division Round-Up 
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Formed in 1884, Faversham Football Club experienced many ups and 
downs during its early years, but it is the period of the last decade or so 
to which we devote this brief club history.  
 
After a short flirtation with the Athenian League in the mid-1970s, 
Faversham returned to the Kent League and went on to win two titles and 
enjoy a pair of Kent Senior Trophy victories only for their fortunes to 
decline in the latter part of the last Millennium. Matters reached crisis 
point in 2003 when the Kent FA suspended the club for non-payment of 
fines and, in the months that followed, their Salters Lane ground was 
destroyed by vandals and its pitch left to overgrow. While a group of 
trustees fought to heal a rift with the previous regime over ownership of 
the club and ground, an independent supporters' club numbering over 
three hundred members was formed and the two joined forces to get the 
club back on its feet. Once the ownership dispute was settled and access 
to the ground obtained, the volunteers got to work on a massive clear up 
operation, followed by an application to retain the club's senior status. 
With this agreed and local authority grants and sponsorship deals 
secured, as well as a host of successful fundraising ventures, the 
reformed Faversham Town FC was able to return to action in time for the 
start of season 2005/6.  
 
Beginning in the Kent County League, promotion was achieved in their 
first season back to earn them a place in the Kent League. Future 
Horsham boss Justin Luchford and assistant Jimmy Strouts took over in 
2007/8 with Town second bottom of the league but, after leading the club 
to mid-table safety, the pair steered the Lilywhites to a Kent Senior 
Trophy and League title 'double' in 2009/10. Now in the Isthmian League 
they recorded a highly creditable eighth place finish, despite the 
departure of Luchford with seven matches to go, while another significant 
milestone in the club's history saw them tie up a sponsorship deal with 
renowned local brewery Shepherd Neame whose name the ground 
would take. Faversham embarked on one of their best-ever seasons in 
2012/13 when they finished third, only to lose to Maidstone United in the 
play-off final. They would then spend much of the following season in the 
play-off places before eventually settling for tenth but, off the pitch, the 
club formed a new youth section that sees youngsters from five years 
and upwards playing under the club name. 
 
Exciting new plans were put in place to redevelop Salters Lane and the 
team was doing its best to match these ambitions, again finishing in third 
spot in 2014/15, this time going out on penalties to Merstham in the play-
off semi-final. It was an unwanted trio of losses in 2015/16 when, despite 
ending in fifth, they made it through to the play-off final and a 3-0 loss at 
Worthing. An unexpected number of player departures made 2016/17 
one of transition for the club, eventually coming tenth, and by finishing 
last season’seven flirting with 
 

 

Year formed: 1884 

Current ground:  

Salters Lane, Faversham 

Manager: Paul Bennett 

Previous leagues:  

Kent League, Kent County 

League, Aetolian League, 

Greater London League, 

Metropolitan-London League, 

Athenian League 

Kent League champions:  

Five times 

Southern Counties East 

League winners: 2016/17 

Kent Senior Cup winners: 

Five times 

Best FA Cup run:  

Second round: 1960/1, 1966/7, 

1996/7 

Best FA Trophy run: 

Semi-final 1972/3 

Best FA Vase run: 

Quarter-final 2015/16 

Last season: 

21st Bostik League South 

Last match: 

13.04.19 v Three Bridges (h)  

Won 3-0 

 in nineteenth last season then became members of the newly-named Bostik South East Division for 2018/19. 
 
Eliminated from the FA Trophy, Velocity Trophy and Kent Senior Cup at the first time of asking, and the FA 
Cup after a solitary success over Hackney Wick, the focus this season has been on maintaining their Isthmian 
League status but that has proven to be a bit of a struggle with only two victories in their last nine outings 
leaving them looking nervously over their shoulders at the two teams below them. Relegation should be 
avoidable, with a point this afternoon or from their final two matches against Ramsgate and East Grinstead 
likely to secure a tenth straight season in the Isthmian League. 
 

Today's opponents 

FAVERSHAM TOWN 

 

 

 
 



 

  

Will Godman (goalkeeper) Age 23 
Experienced keeper Will is in his 3rd spell with the 
club. Originally joined us from Maidstone United, 
has also played for Leatherhead and Hythe Town.  
 
Harry Day (goalkeeper) Age 17 
First season with the first team having come 
through the youth system.  
 
Danny Divine (defender) Age 18 
Recently joined the club on after a loan spell from 
loan Gillingham. Accomplished defender for such a 
young man. 
 
Jamie Maxted (defender) Age 29 
In his second spell with the club having spent last 
season with Canterbury City. 
 
Ryan Huckle (defender) Age 18 
Solid defender, good reader of the game currently 
on loan from Gillingham where he has appeared 
for the first team this season in the EFL Cup. 
  
Matthew Bourne (defender) Age 29 
Mr Reliable, good consistent defender, has played 
in over 300 games for the Lilywhites since signing 
in 2011  
 
David Cook (defender) Age 34 
Signed in the close season having finished last 
season with Ashford United, good man motivator 
spent several seasons with Hythe Town a club that 
he still holds the record number of appearances, 
 
Danny Walder (midfield) Age 29 
Danny is in his second season with the club, 
started his career as a youngster at Gillingham & 
played National League South football for 
Tonbridge Angels 
 
George Monger (midfield) Age 24 
Has played more than 200 games for the club 
since joining from Dartford. Terrific striker of a dead 
ball and possesses good distribution skills. 
 
Charlie Owen (midfield) Age 18 
Played for Ebbsfleet youth before joining 
Maidstone United academy, moved to Hythe Town 
before signing for Lilywhites in December 2018. 
 
Luke Griffiths (midfield/attacker) Age 19 
Another product of the club’s youth system in his 
second full season with senior squad, Leading goal 
scorer last season 
 

FAVERSHAM TOWN PEN PICS 

Daniel Carrington (Utility Player) Age 22 
Dan joined the club from Ebbsfleet Academy, he 
has been a consistent performer as well as very 
versatile, has not played in goal for us but has 
covered just about everywhere else.  
 
Liam King (forward) Age 21 
Re-joined the club this season from Margate 
having also played for Tonbridge Angels & Hythe 
Town, a product of the club’s youth system. 
 
Donvieve Jones (forward) Age 19 
Recently joined the Lilywhites from East Grinstead 
Town, played for Ebbsfleet Youth is a winger with 
tricky footwork and very Pacey. 
 
Ashley Miller (forward) Age 24 
Second season with the club joined from 
Folkestone Invicta having previous spells with 
Hythe Town & Ramsgate, very quick, crosses a 
ball well and scores on a regular basis. 
 
 He played for us! 

Carl Rook (forward) Age 36 
A player who is no stranger to fans of either of 
today’s sides, Rooky is now in his third spell with 
Faversham having re-signed for the Salters Lane 
club from Erith Town last month. He began his 
career at Deal Town before going on to join 
Hastings United, voted their Player of the Year in 
2004, and then to Dover for a three month spell 
prior to joining Horsham in January 2006. Having 
made a two-goal winning debut against Newport 
IOW, Carl quickly developed a deadly partnership 
with Jamie Taylor that produced 47 goals in just 
42 matches. His goals helped the Hornets to an 
FA Cup 2nd round replay with Swansea City but 
he missed out on a trip to the Liberty Stadium due 
to suspension and, shortly after, joined Tonbridge 
Angels for a club record £10,000 fee after scoring 
48 goals in 90 appearances. 
 
 
 

 

In later years, the 
popular frontman 
had spells at 
Dartford, 
Eastbourne 
Borough, AFC 
Hornchurch, 
Margate, 
Leatherhead, 
Folkestone and 
Erith. 

 

 



 

  Horsham and Faversham Town have met a dozen times since the Lilywhites’ promotion to the Isthmian 
League in 2012 and it is our opponents who hold the upper hand with five wins to four. We look back at 
two past meetings, our very first at Salters Lane and a remarkable fixture at Gorings Mead in 2016. 

 

We’ve met before 
 

Faversham Town 3 Horsham 1 

Saturday 6th October 2012 

Ryman League Division One South 

 

Horsham slumped to the foot of the table after this 

first-ever meeting with the Lilywhites, yet they got 

off to an ideal start when Ryan Marriott converted a 

lay-off from Jeff Okirie. Michael Hunter did his best 

to keep the hosts at bay but he was beaten twenty 

minutes later when Adrian Stone scored from an 

Aaron Lacy throw. Hunter’s fingertips then kept out 

a high, hanging, free-kick with Marriott only denied 

a second goal by a good save from Simon 

Overland. Billy Medlock sent a free-kick just past 

the Faversham post but it was the hosts who would 

take a half-time lead when David Botterill got his 

head to a Wayne Wilson free-kick. 

Hunter needed to be at his best to stop his side from 

going further behind, straight after the interval, but 

the second half was fairly uneventful until just 

before the midway point when Lacy put Wilson 

through to beat the offside trap and set up Luke 

Harvey for a simple finish. Another Medlock set-

piece came back off the angle of post and crossbar 

but that was the final piece of goalmouth action 

either side could muster in an increasingly fractious 

affair. 

 

Horsham 4 Faversham Town 3 

Saturday 5th November 2016 

Ryman League Division One South 

 

There were thrills aplenty on this Bonfire Night 
fixture at Gorings Mead as the Hornets collected 
only their third ‘home’ success of the campaign. As 
they went in search of their first league win over the 
Lilywhites, Alex Duncan prevented the Kent side 
from taking an early advantage when he cleared 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 cleared 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the hour mark before getting on terms, George 
Branford firing through a crowd of players.  
 
Within eleven minutes the home side had scored 
twice more, the first a deflected effort by Town’s 
Ryan Cooper from Tom Lawley’s cross-shot and the 
second from the boot of Tony Nwachukwu. Dawodu 
reduced the arrears with ten minutes remaining and 
the home crowd could only look on in disbelief when 
Dean Grant lashed in the equaliser five minutes 
later. A blatant handball by ‘keeper Bridle-Card, 
outside his area to deny Liam MacDevitt a clear run 
on goal, somehow went unseen by Mr Pike but 
there would be a dramatic finale as Horsham took 
the points in the final minute when Branford 
converted Lawley’s excellent cross. 
 

Horsham: Josh Pelling, Alex Duncan, Steve 

Metcalf, George Branford, Ash Jones, Charlie 

Farmer, Lee Carney, Scott Harris, Tony 

Nwachukwu, Ollie Gill, Tom Lawley 

Used subs: Liam MacDevitt, Matt Whitehead 

Horsham: 

Michael Hunter, 

James Brockhurst, 

Billy-Joe King, Ian 

Varley, Charlie 

Farmer, Adam 

Hutchings, Jamie 

Ampleford, Ryan 

Marriott, Billy 

Medlock, Jeff Okirie, 

Wayne Clarke  

 

Used subs:  

Eddie Koboah, Abs 

Bolaji 

Jordan Casey’s effort 
off the line. Steve 
Metcalf’s bullet header 
produced goal-line 
heroics at the other 
end before Faversham 
went in front when 
Mobolaji Dawodu 
headed in a long throw 
by Jack Steventon.  
The Hornets twice hit 
the crossbar in the 
first half and had a 
clear penalty turned 
down by referee 
John Pike and had  
to wait until just before  



 

  

Horsham Football Club fixtures 2018/19 

Date Opposition Comp F-A Att Scorers Pos 

11 Aug SITTINGBOURNE LGE 1-2 195 Smith 14 

18 Aug Sevenoaks Town LGE 2-1 166 Shelley, Harding 9 

21 Aug Haywards Heath VT 5-2 112 O'Toole, Richardson-Brown, Landais, Smith 2   - 

- 
25 Aug Carshalton Athletic FAC 1-0 274 Harris - 

27 Aug HAYWARDS HEATH LGE 4-5 240 O'Toole, Boswell, Richardson-Brown, Smith 13 

01 Sep Whyteleafe LGE 1-3 196 Hyde 13 

04 Sep Bracknell Town VT 1-3 175 O'Toole - 

08 Sep Corinthian FAC 1-1 118 OG - 

12 Sep CORINTHIAN FAC 5-0 124 Harding, Shelley, O'Toole, Smith, Brivio - 

15 Sep HERNE BAY LGE 1-0 148 Smith 12 

22 Sep HEYBRIDGE SWIFTS FAC 4-3 162 Metcalf, Shelley, O'Toole, Smith - 

25 Sep Hastings United LGE 0-2 479  14 

29 Sep Bury Town FAT 2-1 270 O'Toole, Richardson-Brown - 

02 Oct PHOENIX SPORTS LGE 3-2 122 Hayward, Hoare, Brivio 14 

06 Oct POOLE TOWN FAC 1-1 355 Shelley - 

09 Oct Poole Town FAC 1-2 381 Sparks - 

13 Oct WARE FAT 3-1 103 Hoare, Harris 2 - 

20 Oct EAST GRINSTEAD LGE 3-1 146 Taylor, Hoare, Smith 11 

27 Oct CORINTHIAN-CASUALS FAT 3-0 137 Shelley, O'Toole, Brivio - 

30 Oct Ramsgate  LGE 0-0 132  11 

03 Nov Ashford United LGE 3-2 296 Smith, Richardson-Brown 2 7 

06 Nov Storrington  SSC 2-0 204 Smith, Brivio - 

10 Nov POTTERS BAR 

TOWN 

FAT 1-0 147 Smith - 

17 Nov VCD ATHLETIC LGE 4-0 152 Smith, O'Toole 2, Hoare 7 

25 Nov BATH CITY FAT 1-2 328 Harris - 

27 Nov GREENWICH BORO' LGE 2-0 100 Harding, Richardson-Brown 6 

01 Dec WHITSTABLE TOWN LGE 4-0 162 OG, Harris, Harding, Sparks 5 

04 Dec EASTBOURNE BORO' SSC 0-1 124  - 

08 Dec Hythe Town LGE 4-2 241 Brivio, Richardson-Brown, OG, Harris 3 

11 Dec Three Bridges LGE 1-2 147 Smith 3 

15 Dec CRAY WANDERERS LGE 4-2 150 O'Toole 3, Harris 3 

22 Dec Haywards Heath LGE 0-2 223  4 

01 Jan GUERNSEY LGE 1-1 267 O'Toole 4 

05 Jan Faversham Town LGE 2-0 184 O'Toole, Brivio 4 

12 Jan WHYTELEAFE LGE 1-0 211 Richardson-Brown 3 

19 Jan Phoenix Sports LGE 0-1   91  4 

26 Jan RAMSGATE LGE 1-0 185 O'Toole 4 

05 Feb HASTINGS UNITED LGE 1-1 157 Metcalf 4 

09 Feb VCD Athletic LGE 3-1 82 Lavery, Smith, O'Toole 4 

16 Feb THREE BRIDGES LGE 2-0 182 Lavery, Brivio 4 

23 Feb Whitstable Town LGE 3-0 200 Smith 2, Harding 2 

26 Feb East Grinstead Town LGE 0-0 151  2 

02 Mar HYTHE TOWN LGE 2-1 192 Harding, Hayward 2 

09 Mar Cray Wanderers LGE 0-2 209  2 

16 Mar Greenwich Borough LGE 2-0 94 Shelley, Smith 2 

23 Mar ASHFORD UNITED LGE 0-0 231  3 

30 Mar SEVENOAKS TOWN LGE 3-1 184 O’Toole 2, Smith 3 

06 Apr Sittingbourne LGE 6-1 182 Smith 3, Brivio 2, OG 2 

13 Apr Herne Bay LGE 3-2 309 Smith, Harding, Lavery 2 

20 Apr FAVERSHAM TOWN LGE     

22 Apr Guernsey LGE     

 
 

         Home matches in CAPITALS 
KEY: LGE – Bostik South East Division, VT – Velocity Trophy, FAC – FA Cup, FAT – FA Trophy 
SSC – Sussex Senior Cup 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First team stats 
 2018/19 Career totals 

2018/19 Sponsor Apps Subs Goals Apps Goals 

Jack Brivio Howard Frogley 34 6 9 40 9 

Lee Harding Neil Clarke 28 7 7 35 7 

Charlie Harris Mark & Angela Butler 32 2 7 38 8 

George Hayward Mark & Angela Butler 33 8 2 41 2 

Dan Hogan  0 4 0 4 0 

Lewis Hyde  #TB3 & Horsham U13s 18 4 1 94 9 

Scott Kirkwood   0 6 0 91 9 

Kieran Lavery  Mark Wells 12 7 3 19 3 

Dean Lovegrove Harrison Jones 18 15 0 37 0 

Joe Mant   1 0 0 1 0 

Dylan Merchant Pete Little 29 1 0 30 0 

Steve Metcalf Jim Bravery 40 3 2 119 9 

Will Miles   5 0 0 5 0 

Rob O'Toole Cathy Snow 44 1 18 57 24 

Dan Pearse  Tim Harrison 2 1 0 3 0 

Josh Pelling Steve Snow 47 0 0 132 0 

Tyrell Richardson-Brown Paul Osborn 26 20 9 46 9 

Joe Shelley Sean Bravery 39 1 5 132 30 

Chris Smith Dave Duggan 29 10 21 39 21 

Harvey Sparks  Oakland Insurance 31 5 2 36 2 

Joey Taylor Mark Wells 12 11 1 23 1 

 Horsham FC – on this day, 1980: Supporters braved the cold and began arriving at Queen Street an hour 
before the start of a charity football match between Horsham and an ‘All stars XI’, led by ‘Sweeney’ actor 
Dennis Waterman, in aid of the Leukaemia Research Fund. Kick-off was put back half an hour to 
accommodate the big crowd but once the game was underway, Horsham were three up within minutes 
through goals by Martin South, Martin Bairdow, and Paul Toms. No doubt fearing a massacre, Ken 
Hutchinson in the All Stars goal arranged for a line-up of youngsters across his goalmouth and this seemed 
to give his side a bit of heart. Within the space of eleven minutes they had equalised with two goals from 
Danny Rioch and one by Chris Middleton before Martin Ellis put the Hornets back in front before the break. 
Waterman joined in the action after the interval and within ten minutes his side had not only equalised but 
gone three goals up, a lead that was increased by another two goals before Horsham decided they ought 
to try and get back in to the game. Their second half team saw Kevin Laker net a couple and Ricky Coles 
and Julian Miller one apiece before Warren Clarke completed the Stars’ tally. Two goals in two minutes, 
from Colin Johnson and Steve Brindley, levelled the scores just before the final whistle to make the final 
scoreline 10-10!  



 

  
We thank Dom and his team of coaches and players for a great season on the field, and it is only right that 
I reflect on the great efforts off it. The club would be nowhere without its hard core of volunteers who give 
up so much time for our club. This has been particularly testing over the past two seasons, with the forty- 
odd mile round trip for everyone travelling from Horsham to the South Coast for every home game. We 
have Roger, Ray, Nigel, Graham and Sam making sure everyone is safe, parked, the guests and players 
welcomed and everything cleared away post-match. Someone mentioned to me that there is no better 
greeter for the club than Howard, and I cannot argue with that thought and we are indebted to all he does 
with the first team and the efforts he puts in with the junior teams within our club. We have the best 
hospitality in the league with Annie and Jeanie, making sure everyone feels welcomed and all are well-
watered and treated to something to eat. Annie also spends so much of her time looking after all aspects 
of our successful youth sides.  
  
Our matchday commercial side is well served by Jack, Sue, Neil, Joe and Dan, who help out with the 
programme sales and the 50/50 raffle, and we have Tricia and Fiona delivering the best shop sales for 
many years. The matchday experience is heightened by the superb programme delivered by Mark, we then 
have Mark B on the PA delivering all the information people need and we are thankful to Matt and Neil with 
their various updates on our social media platform. We have Matt producing a great match report within 
hours of the final whistle and when he can’t make a match we have a number of people who step in to help.  
  
Our directors also support our match day efforts, with Jeff undertaking the secretarial work, John producing 
our quality match photographs and Paul hosting any match day sponsors.  
  
There cannot be a list of thankyous without acknowledging the efforts of Matt Haynes and his furry friend 
Howie. Not only his attendances at a number of our home games, but the endless work he does away from 
the ground to promote the good name of Horsham FC. 
  
These are merely the match day duties and says nothing of the huge amount of meetings people attend to 
help with our marketing, our community liaisons, our commercial side - the list literally goes on. 
  
As we move to pastures new and take on a range of new responsibilities, it goes without saying that we 
need a huge amount of new helpers and I thank the people who have already stepped up to say “I’m in”. A 
list of volunteer roles that need filling are on our website so if you want to help and get involved in a superb 
non-league club please contact me on seanbravery@gmail.com or 07909 541134. 
 
 
 
Saturday 20 April 
East Grinstead Town v Whitstable Town 
Greenwich Borough v Whyteleafe 
Horsham v Faversham Town 
Phoenix Sports v Guernsey 
Ramsgate v Haywards Heath Town 
Sevenoaks Town v Herne Bay 
Sittingbourne v Hastings United 
Three Bridges v Cray Wanderers 
 
Monday 22 April 
Cray Wanderers v Sevenoaks Town 
Faversham Town v Ramsgate 
Guernsey v Horsham 
Hastings United v Ashford United 
Haywards Heath Town v East Grinstead Town 
Herne Bay v Sittingbourne 
VCD Athletic v Phoenix Sports 
Whitstable Town v Hythe Town 
Whyteleafe v Three Bridges 
 
 

In praise of the committee, from Sean Bravery 

Remaining fixtures 
 Saturday 27 April 

Ashford United v Haywards Heath Town 
East Grinstead Town v Faversham Town 
Greenwich Borough v Hastings United 
Hythe Town v Cray Wanderers 
Phoenix Sports v Herne Bay 
Ramsgate v Whyteleafe 
Sevenoaks Town v VCD Athletic 
Sittingbourne v Guernsey 
Three Bridges v Whitstable Town 
 
Monday 29 April 
Play-off semi-finals 
2nd v 5th 
3rd v 4th 
 
Friday 3 May 
Play-off final 
 
 
 
 



 

  

From the Chairman 
 As Horsham Football Club ends its eleven year nomadic journey, and a near thirty year search for a new permanent 
home, it gives me tremendous pride to be able to thank everyone who is part of this wonderful club for their support 
and contribution to making this possible.  
 
Everyone involved with this club knows how special it is. A tradition stretching back some 140 years, the club has 
become an integral part of the fabric of Horsham, recording regular successes in the pre-war years, followed by 
triumph in the 1960s and then years of decline. Kept alive in the eighties and finally the long journey with many 
memorable successes to where we stand today.  
 
HFC does not have a generous patron. Its ownership structure, (which itself needs modernising to reflect legal and 
charitable developments since it was introduced), prevents any one individual from taking control. That means we 
are a community club. It is the dedication of all those involved, week in and week out, who have led us to the threshold 
of where we are today. This is why the returning to our home town means so much more to myself and all those close 
to the club. 
 
The club has been at the heart of the community for a long time and without the support of all our sponsors, 
volunteers, players and followers (past and present) we could not have achieved what we have. On a personal level, 
I feel immensely privileged to be part of this story and humbled that this autumn is the milestone of having had the 
honour of being your chairman for ten years!  
 
As we stand on the threshold of the next and, I believe, truly exciting chapter, I want to pay tribute to all those who 
comprise Horsham Football Club today and who are all critical to its future success: 

• The local sponsors that have consistently been part of our club as well as those new sponsors joining us at 
our Hop Oast home. 

• A highly professional Board of six who give generously of their time, professional skills and regularly 
underwrite certain costs. (They in turn have been supported by the four long-serving Trustees of the former 
Queen Street premises). 

• A dedicated and skilled club committee of fifteen club officials. 

• The 1st team management, physio and kit manager. Under Dom’s leadership we have seen promotion 
success and a track record developing with potential to match that of former legends in the club’s history.  

• A committed senior squad who have alongside their success had to endure in some cases long travel 
distances. They are also the role models for our youth.  

• The managers, coaches, volunteers, parents and players of all our youth teams. Every year we have 
outstanding results across the county. 

• A small but committed team of senior game volunteers, that we will need to expand in our new home.  

• An independent supporters club who play a huge role in ensuring we have some of the most dedicated and 
loudest fans in the league. Their fundraising reputation for both the club and local community speaks for itself. 

• Finally, and last is certainly not least! Our loyal “lardy” fan base. 

 
As we enter our new home, there will inevitably be new challenges to overcome and adjustments to be made. It’s a 
new chapter albeit on a familiar journey.  
 
The senior team are in the play-offs with the opportunity to go back into the Premier Division, which is the highest 
level the club has ever played at, as it did between 2006 and 2012 under the legendary John Maggs. What an 
accolade that would be for our first season in our new home! 
 
You will find a list of volunteer roles that the club is seeking to fill on our website, www.horsham-fc.co.uk.  I urge you 
to consider whether you can give a little of your time and talents to help. You will be at the heart of the new venture 
and I can assure you that your contribution, however large or small, will be greatly valued and will give you real 
satisfaction that you are doing your ‘bit’ for the club. We want everyone at Horsham Football Club, whether a youth 
or adult player, relative or friend, supporter or volunteer, to embrace the concept of #One Club. Every one of us is a 
vital element in this great institution and we will work together to build a great future. 
 
Thank you everyone for being part of such a wonderful community football club. 
 
Best. 
 
Kevin 
 
 
 
 



 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Football’s (nearly) coming home! Latest images of the Hornets’ new home 

 



 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Match sponsors 2018/19 
Horsham Football Club would like to thank all this season's match & matchball sponsors 

11.08.18 Sittingbourne Kevin Borrett Dennis Strudwick 

27.08.18 Haywards Heath John Lines Howard Frogley 

12.09.18 Corinthian Jeff Barrett Ray & Caroline Farrell 

15.09.18 Herne Bay Mark & Angela Butler Nigel Smithers 

22.09.18 Heybridge Swifts Sean Bravery & Mark Barrett Sam Borrett 

02.10.18 Phoenix Sports Tanbury Garage Blue Stragglers 

06.10.18 Poole Town Martin Frogley & Paul William Arnold Matt Dale 

13.10.18 Ware Kevin Borrett                               Domino's Horsham and #HFCYU13 

20.10.18 East Grinstead Matt & Jack Dale In memory of Roy Wells 

27.10.18 Corinthian-Casuals Horsham FC Stewards Dennis Strudwick 

10.11.18 Potters Bar Town David Hillier Matt Dale 

17.11.18 VCD Athletic Alan Keary Dennis Strudwick 

25.11.18 Bath City Christopher Kirk Brian Charman 

27.11.18 Greenwich Borough Matthew Shelley Paul Osborn 

01.12.18 Whitstable Town HISC HISC 

04.12.18 Eastbourne Borough Time Out Catering Jeff Barrett 

15.12.18 Cray Wanderers Monksgate Business Services Lyla Maj Clarke 

01.01.19 Guernsey Horsham FC Committee  Dennis Strudwick 

12.01.19 Whyteleafe Neil Richmond & Co Sean Bravery 

26.01.19 Ramsgate Holly Osborn Pete Tanner 

05.02.19 Hastings United Peter Tanner Mark Barrett 

16.02.19 Three Bridges Simon Edwards Consultancy Jack Everley 

02.03.19 Hythe Town Alistair Hempstead HISC 

23.03.19 Ashford United 'Patricia' Rae Mark Barrett 

30.03.19 Sevenoaks Town Tanbury Garage Saint Agnes 

20.04.19 Faversham Town Jim Rae Oscar Kent 

 

The Premier Programme Fair 
 
THE PREMIER PROGRAMME FAIR, the biggest and best sale of football programmes and memorabilia 
each year, is on Saturday June 1st, from 11am to 4pm at the Royal National Hotel, Bedford Way, London 
WC1H 1ODG. Admission is £1 for adults, school children free. 
 
There will be more than 30 stalls at which all the country’s leading programme and football memorabilia 
dealers will be selling hundreds of thousands of items of all ages and price ranges. Up to one thousand 
collectors attend each year to meet their fellow enthusiasts and add to their collections. 
 
The venue is a short walk from Russell Square Underground Station, close to Euston and King’s Cross 
national rail stations, and there is free street parking north of Euston Road. More details can be found at 
www.pmfc.co.uk 



 
  

 

 

 

http://www.dominos.co.uk
http://www.haguedental.com/


 

  

Down with the kids – a round up from Horsham Youth 
 Horsham Youth has another champion! Yes, our congratulations go to Paul Brown’s U13s for landing the 
Arun & Chichester League title to go with their League Cup triumph over Rustington Otters at the start of 
March. Not content with that, on the same afternoon our U12s completed their own ‘double’ success with 
victory over Worthing Town here at Lancing (pictured below).  
 

 
 
The U13s had merely to avoid defeat away to Bognor Regis to win the league and looked comfortable after 
going two goals up, courtesy of Frankie Mills and Zach Jeanes, only to be pegged back by efforts from 
Toby Hewett and Ross Wilson. But with no further scoring, the Hornets could celebrate being crowned 
champions and added further gloss by defeating Worthing Town Blue 4-1 in their final match to finish four 
points clear of second placed Rustington. A Thom Ong hat-trick was the highlights of the U12s’ League 
Cup triumph over Worthing, with Luke York chipping in with a goal in our 4-0 win, as Ben Pugh’s squad 
completed their campaign with just two defeats in all competitions. We might yet have a third title to 
celebrate, with Tony Massimo’s U14s battling Chichester City for the title of top dogs in the Arun & 
Chichester League. Having scored twenty-five goals in their previous two matches, the Hornets found 
things a little tougher on their visit to the the league leaders last Sunday but looked on course to move 
above their rivals when Connor Colcutt put them ahead only for a late penalty to give each side a share of 
the points. Horsham must now hope to beat Littlehampton Town on Wednesday 24th April before the return 
meeting with Chichester on Sunday 28th April for what promises to be a mouthwatering conclusion to a 
fantastic campaign for Horsham Youth. 
 

Introducing our new youth managers 
Despite this season’s successes, Horsham Youth are not standing still and are already looking to 
strengthen for next season when we will be expanding our set-up to provide football for ages ten through 
to fifteen. With the announcement of a new U23s side for 2019/20, and the senior side hopeful of promotion 
to the Premier Division, these are exciting times as Horsham FC builds for the future in its fantastic new 
home back in the town. Next season we will compete in two Sunday youth leagues to enable our youngsters 
to continue their progression with the ultimate goal of producing our first team stars of the future. Charged 
with overseeing our newest intake of U11s will be Barry Ashton, Graham Duvengier and Jason Grubb, with 
‘Dixie’ Laker looking after our newly-formed U16s. The quartet will be joining a very dedicated group of 
managers and coaches already in place and we would like to warmly welcome them all to the Horsham 
family. Details of summer trials for the youth section will be announced soon but you can register your 
interest by emailing youth secretary Annie Raby at ivan.raby@btinternet.com or follow us on Twitter at 
@HorshamFCYouth for updates. 
We look forward to hearing from you. 



 
  

Horsham Youth results at a glance (Horsham’s score first) 

U11s  
Development League fixtures unless otherwise stated 
 
09.09.18 AFC Worthing (a) 11-0  
16.09.18 Barnham Trojans (h) 7-1 (AC) 
23.09.18 Lancing Youth Blue (a) 5-0 (AC) 
30.09.18 Worthing Dynamos White (h) 2-1 (AC) 
07.10.18 Worthing United (a) 7-1 (AC) 
14.10.18 Worthing Minors (h) 0-0 (AC) 
21.10.18 Worthing Minors (a) 2-2 (AC) (lost on pens) 
04.11.18 Felpham Colts (h) 3-1 (WC) 
11.11.18 Worthing Dynamos Red (a) 0-2 (WC) 
18.11.18 Worthing Minors (h) 4-1 (WC) 
25.11.18 Worthing Town Blue (a) 4-2 (WC) 
09.12.18 Lancing Youth Yellow (h) 1-1 (WC) 
06.01.19 Worthing Dynamos Red (a) 11-1 
13.01.19 Rustington Otters (a) 3-0 (PC) 
20.01.19 Storrington (h) 4-2 (PC) 
17.02.19 Lancing United (a) 3-1 (PC) 
24.02.19 Felpham Colts (a) 1-4 (PC) 
17.03.19 Chichester City (a) 3-3 (PC) (won on pens) 
24.03.19 Rustington Otters (h) 0-2 (FR) 
31.03.19 Barnham Trojans (a) 6-0 
07.04.19 Sutton United (a) 1-3 (FR) 
 
AC – Autumn Cup, WC – Winter Cup, PC – Presidents Cup 
 
Autumn Cup runners-up 
Winter Cup winners 
Presidents Cup – third place 
 
U12s 
League fixtures unless otherwise stated 
 
09.09.18 Chichester Colts White (a) 0-1 
16.09.18 Chichester Colts Red (a) 4-2 
23.09.18 Worthing United (h) 5-0 
07.10.18 Worthing Dynamos (h) 8-2 
14.10.18 Worthing United (a) 3-1 (CC) 
28.10.18 Worthing United (a) 5-1 
04.11.18 Chichester Colts Red (a) 3-1 (LC) 
11.11.18 Coldean Colts (a) 3-2 (CC) 
18.11.18 Worthing Town (a) 2-0 
25.11.18 Chichester Colts Red (h) 7-0 
02.12.18 Worthing United (a) 4-3 (CC) 
06.01.19 Oakwood (a) 3-0 (CC) 
13.01.19 Worthing Brazilian Masters (h) 5-2 (CC) 
27.01.19 Worthing United Strikers (a) 7-2 
03.02.19 Withdean (a) 1-3 (CC) 
17.02.19 Worthing Dynamos (a) 4-1 
24.02.19 Worthing Town (h) 2-1 
10.03.19 Chichester Colts White (h) 4-0 
24.03.19 Worthing United Strikers (h) 3-1 
31.03.19 Worthing Town (N) 4-0 (Cup) 
 
CC – County Cup, LC – League Cup 
Arun & Chichester League champions 
Arun & Chichester League Cup winners 
 
U13s  
League fixtures unless otherwise stated 
 
09.09.18 Barnham Trojans (a) 4-1 
16.09.18 Rustington Otters (h) 2-2 
23.09.18 Worthing Minors (a) 7-1 
30.09.18 Hove Park Colts (a) 2-1 (CC) 
07.10.18 Chichester City Green (h) 6-1 
14.10.18 Bognor Regis (h) 5-0 
 
 

21.10.18 Chichester City Green (a) 11-0 
28.10.18 Barnham Trojans (h) 10-1 
04.11.18 Bognor Regis (h) 1-0 (LC) 
18.11.18 Billingshurst (a) 7-0 (CC) 
06.01.19 ASC Strikers (h) 1-3 (CC) 
13.01.19 Worthing United (a) 2-0 (LC) 
20.01.19 Worthing Minors (h) 4-0 
27.01.19 Worthing Town Blue (a) 2-1 
24.02.19 Worthing United (a) 5-0 
03.03.19 Rustington Otters (h) 5-0 (LC) 
17.03.19 Worthing United (h) 5-0 
24.03.19 Rustington Otters (a) 2-1 
31.03.19 Bognor Regis (a) 2-2 
07.04.19 Worthing Town Blue (h) 4-1 
 
CC – County Cup, LC – League Cup 
Arun & Chichester League champions 
Arun & Chichester League Cup winners 
 
U14s (Green)  
League fixtures unless otherwise stated 
 
09.09.18 Chichester City (h) 0-2 
16.09.18 Littlehampton Town (a) 0-8 
23.09.18 Bognor Regis Green (h) 4-2 
30.09.18 Worthing Town Red (h) 0-5 
14.10.18 Felpham Colts (h) 3-5 
21.10.18 Rustington Otters (a) 1-8 
28.10.18 Chichester City (a) 1-5 
04.11.18 Worthing Town Red (h) 3-5 (LC) 
18.11.18 Felpham Colts (a) 0-3 
25.11.18 Horsham Amber (a) 2-11 
10.02.19 Bognor Regis Green (a) 4-6 
24.02.19 Rustington Otters (h) 0-5 
03.03.19 Worthing Town (a) 1-4 
24.03.19 Worthing Town Red (h) w/o* 
10.04.19 Horsham Amber (h) 0-13 
14.04.19 Littlehampton Town (h) 
 
LC – League Cup 
*walkover win for Worthing 
 
U14s (Amber)  
League fixtures unless otherwise stated 
 
09.09.18 Bognor Regis Green (h) 6-2 
23.09.18 Rustington Otters (a) 7-5 
30.09.18 Felpham Colts (a) 6-1 
28.10.18 Bognor Regis Green (a) 3-2 
04.11.18 Felpham Colts (h) 5-1 (LC) 
11.11.18 Rustington Otters (h) 5-0 
25.11.18 Horsham Green (h) 11-2 
02.12.18 Worthing Town Red (a) 2-0 (LC) 
06.01.19 Worthing Town Red (h) 9-1 
13.01.19 Worthing Town Red (a) 1-0 
20.01.19 Felpham Colts (h) 6-1 
17.02.19 Littlehampton Town (a) 10-1 
24.03.19 Chichester City (n) 3-1 (LC) 
07.04.19 Marle Place Wanderers (h) 12-0 (FR) 
10.04.19 Horsham Amber (a) 13-0 
14.04.19 Chichester City (a) 1-1 
Forthcoming fixtures 
24.04.19 Littlehampton Town (h) 
28.04.19 Chichester City (h) 
 
LC – League Cup, FR - Friendly 

 

 
 

Keep up-to-date with Horsham Youth at www.horsham-fc.co.uk 



  

 

https://www.covers.biz/our-depots/horsham/


  

Our brand-new state-of-the-art stadium at Hop Oast enables us to offer a range of exciting opportunities 
to local and national businesses. We’re already seeing a huge level of interest in taking these up, and 
the following partnerships are already in place: 

• Our soon-to-be-relaunched website will be sponsored by Digital Resolutions Ltd. 

• The stand at the far end of the ground (opposite the clubhouse) will be sponsored by Octotech 

Ltd. and known as the “Octotech Stand” 

• Opposite the main stand, the seated stand will be the “Lines & James Family Stand” and the 

standing stand the “Durrant Removals Stand” 

• 30 companies have already signed up for perimeter advertising boards around the main pitch 

This still leaves a wide range of opportunities to be taken up by the time the stadium opens, and here 
are some details of what’s on offer: 

Stadium Naming Rights: Our prestige package for any company that wants to promote a high profile 
throughout the town and district as the company’s name will be included in all mentions of the stadium 
by the Club as well as on signage at the entrance to the ground. Full details of this comprehensive 
package are available on request. 

Main stand naming rights: As one of our major sponsors, the company will have their nameboard in a 
prominent position on the main stand. 

Perimeter advertising boards: To preserve the overall look of the main pitch, all our perimeter boards 
will be a uniform 8’ by 3’ and produced to a high quality-standard by our print partner BEL Signs. These 
can be taken for one year at a time, or for three years with payment in advance attracting a 10% discount. 
An early decision ensures the best choice of board placement. 

As well as the above packages, there are a variety of other commercial packages on offer, such as kit 
sponsor, programme sponsor and programme advertising – something to suit every budget. 

If your business would like to partner with the Hornets as we enter this exciting new phase in our history, 
please email our Commercial Director, Paul Osborn, at commercial@horsham-fc.co.uk. 

Supporters certainly won’t be forgotten, and in due course we’ll be publishing details of our highly 
affordable match sponsorship scheme which includes: 

• Two tickets for the match you sponsor with free programmes, reserved seating and hospitality 

• Prominent logo display and advertising in the matchday programme 

• Pre-match publicity and PA announcement mentions 

Matchball sponsorships and player sponsorships are also aimed at our supporters, with 
acknowledgement of the support given to the Club included in the matchday programme. Once we begin 
our new life at our new stadium, HISC will continue to run our highly popular 50:50 draw on matchdays, 
and 200 Club with monthly cash prizes of up to £300. 

IF YOU RUN A LOCAL COMPANY, OR KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES, WHY NOT EMAIL US AT 
COMMERCIAL@HORSHAM-FC.CO.UK TO DISCUSS WHICH OF OUR PACKAGES WOULD 
ENABLE YOU TO PARTNER WITH HORSHAM FC AS WE ENTER THIS EXCITING NEW ERA. 

 

Commercial News 
 

Commercial News 

http://www.horsham-fc.co.uk/200-club/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

http://www.sussexhealthcare.co.uk


 
 
  

When you’re beaten at home in your first match of the season, promotion is probably the furthest thing 
from your mind. To be fair, not too many of us were even contemplating such an event back in August 
despite an encouraging pre-season, albeit against rather modest opposition. After all, just three years ago 
we were playing County League football after suffering two relegations in three seasons and very few 
trees were torn down on our way to successive sixteenth and fifteenth place finishes in the Isthmian 
League. So Sittingbourne’s 2-1 opening day success here wouldn’t have raised too many eyebrows on 
those with an interest in the new Bostik League South East Division, neither would it have done when we 
went to newly-promoted Sevenoaks a week later and reversed that scoreline, making it an inglorious first 
appearance at Step 4 for the Kent club. The stand-out result of the opening month was undoubtedly our 
fantastic 1-0 triumph at last season’s champions Carshalton in the Preliminary Round of the FA Cup, 
sealed by a wonderful late free-kick by Charlie Harris. We didn’t know it then but it would be a taste of 
things to come from the former Eastbourne Borough man. But, as the Good Lord giveth with one hand, 
so he takes with the other, and we were quickly brought back down to earth when visiting Haywards Heath 
allowed us the comfort of an early three goal lead only to reply with four of their own. And, like a cat toys 
with a mouse, having allowed us to level things up, they pounced for the kill with a stoppage time winner. 
 
It took a while for us all, players, supporters and officials, to get that result out of our system and two more 
defeats followed at Whyteleafe and, in the League Cup, Bracknell before we made the journey to Gay 
Dawn Farm for an FA Cup date with Corinthian FC of the Southern Counties East League. Easy pickings, 
easy money, or so we thought. On a difficult pitch, the Hornets needed the help of a defender’s head to 
take a first half lead and, after much huffing and puffing, that looked to be the decisive action of a poor 
game until stoppage when that same defender, Jack Bath, thrashed home an equaliser. Complacency no 
longer an option, we despatched our opponents 5-0 in the midweek replay and, from that night on, the 
team suddenly clicked. A Chris Smith goal was enough to see off Herne Bay but the FA Cup was providing 
us with all the excitement, none more so than the visit of Heybridge Swifts. Two nil down after less than 
quarter of an hour, and the rain lashing down, our expectant supporters might have been excused for 
wishing they’d stayed at home. But Mets and Biff got us back on terms before half-time, only for Swifts’ 
Nicolas Brown and then Rob O’Toole to take us to 3-3 before Smudge bundled in the winner. There was 
even a sending-off towards the end. Cup tie football at its best!  
 
High-flying Hastings proved an altogether different proposition, enjoying a comfortable 2-0 midweek 
success at the Pilot Field (why always midweek when these two sides meet?) to leave us languishing in 
fourteenth place but that was as low as we would fall. Even the FA Trophy provided us with good cheer 
this season, thanks to a fine 2-1 success at Bury Town, and our new-found resolve was again in evidence 
when we took on form side Phoenix Sports in the league. Trailing 2-0 after nineteen minutes, we were 
level by half-time thanks to first club goals from George Hayward and Will Hoare and from thereon in there 
was only one likely winner and it came from the head of Briv, spectacularly converting at the far post. The 
third qualifying round of the FA Cup dealt us another home tie, and arguably our toughest test to date, 
against Southern League Premier Poole Town. It was a case of puddles and Pooles on the day as the 
rain swept in with no-one but those who sensibly opted to remain in the clubhouse spared a soaking. But 
it was an absorbing tie in which the very least we merited was a second shot at the men from Dorset. And 
that’s what we got after a typically fearless header by Biff cancelled out our opponents’ second minute 
opener. But courage and talent alone are not always enough to carry you through. When you lack that 
little bit of luck, sometimes nothing you can do can change the outcome of a match. Already ahead in the 
replay, thanks to Harvey’s goal, Rob’s shot was deflected onto the crossbar before being cleared and, 
with two goals in six minutes either side of half-time, it was Poole who went on to an ultimately 
unsuccessful meeting with Bostik Premier Division promotion hopefuls Haringey Borough.  
 
Having seen off Ware and East Grinstead by the same 3-1 scoreline in the Trophy and League 
respectively, we hosted Premier Division Corinthian-Casuals in the Trophy - the same Corinthian-Casuals 
that had inflicted 4-1 and 2-0 defeats on us last season on their way to promotion. And we destroyed 
them! In what was one of the best of any number of outstanding displays this season, we dominated the 
tie and had it won by the half hour mark with Biff, maintaining his predilection for scoring in cup ties, and 
Rob scoring the goals before Briv put the icing on the very profitable cake with a stoppage time third. 
Frustrations at a disallowed goal away to Ramsgate at the end of October paled into insignificance when 
we trailed struggling Ashford 2-0 with twenty-five minutes to go at Homelands and even when Smudge 
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halved the deficit it would have been a brave move to bet on anything but a home win. But Ty thought 
otherwise, scoring twice in the last ten minutes including a winner in the last of six added on to send the 
three points back to Sussex. Two further cup ties were negotiated without much of a scare, although it 
took an eighty-eighth minute strike from Smudge to see off Potters Bar after our understrength side had 
earlier knocked plucky Storrington out of the Sussex Senior. Eight games unbeaten, then, going into our 
next huge match – a Buildbase FA Trophy tie with Bath City of the National League South. Forty-six 
places separated the two teams at the start of this Sunday afternoon meeting and, by the end, it was only 
a superb curling effort by Sean Rigg that divided them after Charlie had earlier cancelled out Jack Batten’s 
opener. It had, though, been a great run in non-league football’s premier national cup competition and 
only the second time in more than four decades that we had reached the third qualifying round.  
 
As December arrived, our participation in just one knockout competition remained and that duly came 
and went in the guise of Eastbourne Borough, who secured their passage with a goal scored via the final 
kick-off the match after being forced to play the final twenty-five minutes with only ten men following the 
dismissal of Dorking Wanderers loanee Kieran Lavery. No matter. After swallowing our disappointment, 
we were now free to concentrate on all things Bostik League and, having already comfortably seen off 
the limited challenge of Greenwich and Whitstable prior to that reverse, we suddenly found ourselves 
occupying the final play-off berth. Two places higher up the table sat Hythe Town, our next opponents. 
Unbeaten at Reachfields all year, it was a daunting test for our players but one that they passed with 
flying colours. Battered by the elements they might have been but a powerful opening saw us two goals 
to the good before the hosts somehow and, dare I say it, undeservedly got themselves level by the 
midway point of the second half. But then an oggie from Hythe’s Nathan Daly and a simply sensational 
free-kick from Charlie that eclipsed even his effort at Carshalton, in altogether more testing conditions, 
sealed a quite magnificent 4-2 victory. But the festive month served up an equal share of the sublime and 
the ridiculous as we crashed to a 2-1 reverse at lowly Three Bridges just three days later before ending 
the division’s only unbeaten run by dishing out another 4-2 defeat, this time on runaway leaders Cray.  
 
Cock-a-hoop at this result we went to Haywards Heath before Christmas, confident of putting three points 
between ourselves and our equally surprising play-off rivals. However, goals from ex-Hornet Karl 
Akehurst, a late pen from Callum Saunders, and a referee lacking in festive cheer sent our ten men to 
defeat and we ended a notable 2018 in fourth spot. Guernsey shouldn’t have provided us with too many 
problems on New Year’s Day and they didn’t. Hitting the target did, however, and our profligacy proved 
costly as Carlos Canha hit an equaliser a minute from time for one of the most one-sided draws of this 
or any season. Normal service was resumed away to Faversham and at home to Whyteleafe but goals 
were becoming hard to come by and Phoenix’s Alex Teniola, scorer of a hat-trick for Thamesmead 
against the Hornets last season, scored the only goal of the game to check our stride at The Mayplace 
Ground. Rob and Mets scored the singular goals that earned us four points from the back-to-back visits 
of Ramsgate and Hastings as January morphed into February and then we hit a purple patch of four wins 
and a draw in the next five fixtures versus VCD, Three Bridges, Whitstable, East Grinstead and Hythe 
but the return match with Cray was a step too far as the hosts, and champions-elect, scored a goal in 
each half to emerge victorious from a wind-spoilt match.  
 
Storm Hannah and a side facing up to the very real threat of relegation awaited us on our visit to 
Greenwich’s DGS Marine Stadium, a challenge we came through unscathed, before the first of five 
matches against Kent opposition threw up promotion rivals Ashford. Once again our superb defence 
completed a thirteenth league shut-out of the campaign, albeit enabling Hastings to leapfrog us both, a 
lead they maintained despite our routine defeat of Sevenoaks. That all changed in emphatic style when 
our trek to Sittingbourne returned six goals, three points, and a best Step 4 away win for thirteen years, 
taking us back up to second where we remain after last Saturday’s exciting 3-2 success at Herne Bay.  
 
Our place in the play-offs now guaranteed, the focus is on securing a home tie in the semi-final. Beyond 
that……well let’s not even talk about that just yet. Instead let’s celebrate what has been one of the most 
successful and enjoyable seasons for many a year. Thank you Dom, Wezzo, Punts, Daz and Steph. 
Thank you board of directors, thank you committee, thank you fellow supporters, thank you Lancing but, 
above all, thank you to the players for providing so many fantastic memories of following this great club 
throughout an unforgettable season. 
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Our final supporter’s trip down Memory Lane comes courtesy of former Hornets director David Rick, 
still a fervent follower of the club despite being exiled on the Costa Del Sol for more than a decade. 
Here he looks back fondly at his early days of following HFC, and the birth of the Lardy Army. 
 
Having a brother nine years older than me, and who was very much into local football, I was first taken to 
watch Sutton United and Carshalton Athletic from the age of about twelve. I saw Sutton play at Wembley in 
the Trophy final in 1981 and saw Ronnie Radford score the winner for Bishops Stortford. Personally I 
preferred the atmosphere at Carshalton, with its long terrace and great roof, as opposed to Sutton’s vacuous 
ground. I also watched Sutton’s famous FA Cup win over Coventry where a mate from school, Matt Hanlan, 
scored the winner. When we moved down to Sussex in 1986 I started to work in Horsham and met Mark “H” 
Huntsman, a lifelong Horsham boy who was also an ardent Brighton fan. I remember my first Horsham 
match was a massive away game at Maidenhead in 1991, where there was an Australian TV crew filming 
the game (a match we won, incidentally!). It was an FA Cup tie during our run to the 4th qualifying round, 
that effectively heralded a turnaround in the club’s fortunes after a number of years in the doldrums. 
  
I went to a few games at Queen Street but I was much more attached to West Ham United at the time and 
was a regular visitor to Upton Park. It was a golden period for the Hammers and it was only the development 
of the North Bank, the installation of seats, and the increased costs that stopped me going. I’d also become 
totally disenfranchised by top level football. So, this is now the mid-1990s and I am living in Crawley. Yes, I 
lived in Crawley for a number of years and what’s even more embarrassing is that I was a regular at Town 
Mead, regularly watching the Reds with guess who at the helm – the one and only John Maggs! Eventually 
we managed to escape life in Crawley and moved to Southwater in 1995 and this is when I managed to re-
connect with Horsham Football Club. I went to a couple of games with “H” and his mates Mick Sendall and 
Paul Oxley, who had also lost faith with Brighton.  
 
Now, my first game isn’t really my first game but it is the one that has had the most influence in my life 
since. August 20th 1996, away to Dorking, sticks in my mind as it was pretty much the birth of Lard as we 
know it. The game was a cracker and we managed to scrape a 3-3 draw, having been behind with just a 
couple of minutes to go. There was a large number of our fans at the game and I ended up giving a lift to 
Ox, Mick, Steve ‘Snowy’ Snow and “H”. The connection was immediate; a shared love of football but with 
more intimacy and a real feeling of kindred spirits. Watching players play football who you can then talk to 
in the bar afterwards was a revelation for me. Getting to know your fellow fans and seeing faces on a regular 
basis makes local football feel like a family and I can honestly say that HFC is the best family I could have 
wished to have been blessed with. The development of the Lardy Boys was a pleasure to be involved with, 
with many memories and so many people who have been involved over the years. The philosophy of Lard 
is one of the strangest and most innovative and enjoyable things that can be experienced in life, let alone 
football. Once a Lardy, always a Lardy and a humour that is simply stunning at times. Humorous songs, 
good banter with opposition fans and a simple enjoyment of shared experiences. 
 
Windsor away was always a great day out - we always had a good singsong with their fans and especially 
the day Gary, a disabled fan of theirs, somehow got us into having a sing-off in their bar after a game. I’ve 
no idea when it was but Gary banging the dustbin lid will stick in my mind till I die. Hilarious and proper non-
league footie: no stress, just two sets of fans enjoying what they do. Sadly, most of my memories went into 
a urinal along with the copious amounts of beer that we were all drinking at the time but, thankfully, some 
memories have stayed with me and I hope that if there are blanks, some others can fill them in. Having 
moved to Spain nearly fifteen years ago, it was an absolute pleasure to welcome some of the Lardy 
contingent to my local village a few weeks ago. It is also a real delight to see the progress on the new ground 
as well as Dom’s progress with the team. Horsham FC will be in my heart forever and I look forward to a 
return trip to the UK to experience the new ground. Thank you to everyone connected to the club over the 
years; fellow fans that have become firm friends, the whole management team and directors, the players 
who will always be my heroes and especially the team that have delivered the new ground.   
 
Now, for a sing song…give me Lard in my heart… 
 
Thank you to everyone who has contributed to this feature this season and for sharing so many wonderful 
memories 

My first time…. 
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HORSHAM    FAVERSHAM TOWN 

Amber & Lincoln Green 

 

   Black & White  

Joe Mant                      Will Godman 

Steve Metcalf    Harry Day 

Lewis Hyde    Jamie Maxted 

Harvey Sparks    Matt Bourne 

Joe Shelley    Dan Carrington 

Dylan Merchant    George Monger 

Dan Hogan    Danny Walder 

Dean Lovegrove    Ryan Huckle 

George Hayward    Ashley Miller 

Jack Brivio    Luke Griffiths 

Scott Kirkwood    Dave Cook 

Lee Harding   Donvieve Jones 

Rob O'Toole    Liam King 

Chris Smith    Rolando Onu 

Tyrell Richardson-Brown    Will Risden 

Kieran Lavery    Danny Divine 

Dan Pearse    Michael Freiter 

Joey Taylor    Carl Rook 

Referee: 

Harry Scott  

Assistant Referees: Amadou Jallow & Nigel Owen 

 

COMING NEXT TO CULVER ROAD: 
(SUBJECT TO CONFIRMATION) 

Monday 29th April 2019 

Bostik League South East Division play-off semi-final 

Kick-off 7.15pm 

Admission £9 adults, £5 concessions, £1 U16s (ALL PAY) 

website: www.horsham-fc.co.uk 

Facebook: www.facebook/HorshamFC  

Twitter: @horshamfc  

 All original material © 2019 
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