
rrane our first game until we have tried and tested all aspects of facility from playing on the pitches to pouring a pint in the bar and 
ensuring there is hot water in the showers. This in itself will take time but get ready to move home games from Lancing by around mid 
season. I can't wait !! 
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The Isthmian Football League and Horsham FC strongly support the FA 

statement that there should be a zero tolerance approach against 

racism and all forms of discrimination. Accordingly any forms of 

discriminatory abuse, whether it be based on race or ethnicity, sexual 

orientation, gender, faith, age, ability or other form of abuse will be 

reported to the Football Association  for action by that association. 
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 P W D L F A Pts 

1 Carshalton Athletic © 46 31 9 6 99 55 102 

2 Lewes (p) 45 46 9 7 93 38 99 

3 Cray Wanderers 46 25 14 7 112 46 89 

4 Greenwich Borough 46 25 12 9 99 46 87 

5 Corinthian-Casuals (p) 46 26 9 11 86 47 87 

6 Walton Casuals (p) 46 25 11 10 98 52 86 

7 Hythe Town 46 25 11 10 92 63 86 

8 Whyteleafe 46 20 13 13 87 69 73 

9 Hastings United 46 20 13 13 84 67 73 

10 Thamesmead Town 46 20 12 14 103 81 72 

11 Phoenix Sports 46 20 9 17 79 68 69 

12 Herne Bay 46 21 5 20 81 89 68 

13 South Park 46 19 6 21 79 91 63 

14 Sittingbourne 46 18 8 20 68 72 62 

15 Horsham 46 16 8 22 71 90 56 

16 Ramsgate 46 15 9 22 79 85 54 

17 VCD Athletic 46 15 7 24 69 91 52 

18 Guernsey 46 13 10 23 65 98 49 

19 Faversham Town 46 13 9 24 61 73 48 

20 Chipstead 46 12 10 24 64 78 46 

21 Ashford United 46 10 8 28 60 111 38 

22 East Grinstead Town 46 9 9 28 63 128 36 

23 Molesey (-3) ® 46 7 12 27 55 103 30 

24 Shoreham (-6) ® 46 3 5 38 33 138 8 

         * promoted    ** relegated 
 

FIXTURES 
Bostik South East Division 

Saturday 11 August 
Ashford Utd v Hythe Town 

East Grinstead Town v Phoenix Sports 
Faversham Town v Herne Bay 

Greenwich Borough v Cray Wanderers 
Hastings United v Thamesmead Town 

VCD Athletic v Ramgate 
Whyteleafe v Guernsey 

 
Emirates FA Cup 

Extra Preliminary Round 
Crawley Down Gatwick v Three Bridges 

Deal Town v Whitstable Town 
Haywards Heath v Lancing 

Sevenoaks Town v Lordswood 

 

CULVER ROAD GROUND REGULATIONS 

Spectators may not bring the following into the ground: musical 
instruments, drums, klaxons, air horns, whistles, fireworks, smoke 
bombs, flares, glass bottles/containers, tin cans or any object that may 
be deemed to be dangerous. Spectators may not bring alcohol or food 
and drink into the ground. Spectators must, if required, submit 
themselves to be searched in order that the club can prevent any 
prohibited items from being brought into the ground. The club reserves 
the right to eject from the ground and prosecute any person who has: 
a) Failed to comply with an instruction given by a County FA or club 

official, steward or police officer 
b) Thrown missiles of any description 
c) Encroached onto the playing area 
d) Made obscene, racist or insulting gestures or used obscene, racist or 

insulting language 
e) Used violence of any nature 
f) Climbed on any building, wall, fence or floodlight equipment 
g) Defaced or committed any act of vandalism against Horsham Football 

Club or Sussex County Football Association property 
h) Taken glasses or glass bottles outside the clubhouse building 
 

IMPORTANT 

Horsham FC does not accept any liability for 
any injury to or claims of any kind from, 
spectators arising from incidents either within 
the ground or its precincts. All spectators 
must remain behind the pitch barrier at all 
times. All vehicles are parked in the car park 
at the owner’s risk and the Horsham Football 
Club accepts no liability for any losses or 
damage to vehicles of any kind. Parking is 
not allowed on Culver Road. 

 

Bostik South  Division Table 2017/18 

 



  

Greetings 
Welcome everyone to the start of another Isthmian League programme which, this season, comes in the 
guise of the Bostik South East Division. The summer overhaul of our league, which is looked at in detail 
further in this programme, sees the division cut from twenty-four teams to twenty, meaning trips to 
Chipstead and South Park, not to mention those who filled last season's promotion and relegation places, 
namely Lewes, Walton Casuals, Corinthian-Casuals, Molesey, Shoreham and champions Carshalton 
Athletic, will no longer be a part of our fixture calendar - for a season at least - although we will visit the 
latter in the FA Cup in a fortnight's time. In their place, Three Bridges return after a season's sojourn in the 
Southern Combination League and they are joined by champions Haywards Heath, who will be keen to 
make up for lost time having been denied their place in the Bostik League last season due to an 
administrative error. Sevenoaks Town are another who will be playing Isthmian League football for the first 
time and we make the journey to their picturesque Greatness Park ground next Saturday hoping to atone 
for our disappointing FA Cup exit there two seasons ago.  
 
Aside from the structural changes in the league, there have been plenty of comings and goings in the 
Hornets squad this summer with a number of new – and not so new – faces in the amber and Lincoln 
green. One area in which Dom has wanted to strengthen is up front so we are delighted to welcome Rob 
O'Toole back to Culver Road, after his all-too brief stay with us at the start of last season, as well as South 
Park's prolific striker Chris Smith. Chris has been one of the most consistent goalscorers in the league in 
recent years, netting over two hundred times for the Surrey side. Tyrell Richardson-Brown has made the 
switch from Walton Casuals and is another exciting signing, while there is no shortage of midfield talent in 
Lee Harding (ex-Burgess Hill), George Hayward (Haywards Heath), Daryl Coleman (Walton Casuals) and 
Charlie Harris, who returns to Horsham on a permanent basis after a brief loan spell from Eastbourne 
Borough earlier in the year. In defence we welcome Joey Taylor (Welling), James McElligott and Dean 
Lovegrove (both South Park) and Will Hoare (East Grinstead), all of whom will complement our existing 
group of players. We wish them all a long and successful career as a Hornet. In addition to the players, 
please join me in welcoming former Worthing and Eastbourne Borough man Jon Meeney, who comes in as 
Dom's head coach. Jon has previously worked under Dom at East Preston and also held the position of 
joint-manager at Worthing alongside Gary Elphick, with whom he took the Rebels into the Premier Division. 
 
This season the club will also be represented at U23 level for the first time, having entered a team into the 
Bluefin Development League South. This promises to be a very competitive league alongside the likes of 
Margate, Lewes, Burgess Hill and Carshalton and we wish manager Bryan O'Toole and his coaches Lee 
Hayes and Will Searle every success this season. You can read more about the U23s, and Bryan's 
thoughts on the forthcoming season, later in this programme. 
 
With the risk of jinxing anything, this should be the final time that Horsham Football Club kicks off a season 
without its own home. Thanks to this summer's fabulous weather, excellent progress has been made at the 
site of our new ground on the Worthing Road and you can keep up-to-date with the work taking place on 
our dedicated stadium website at https://stadium.horsham-fc.co.uk/ with our chairman, Kevin Borrett, 
adding his own thoughts on page seven of this programme. Looking ahead to our much-anticipated 
homecoming, it is clear that we will need additional volunteers to help the transition go as smoothly as 
possible and details on how you might be able to help will be brought to you in a future edition of this 
programme. In the meantime, if you are interested in joining our team of helpers, please speak to 
committee chairman Sean Bravery on 07909 541134 or email seanbravery@gmail.com.  
 
After today, we take to the road for our next three fixtures before returning here on bank holiday Monday, 
27th August when we host Haywards Heath Town (kick-off 3pm). As already mentioned, we travel to 
Isthmian newcomers Sevenoaks next Saturday before a rather shorter trip to Haywards Heath on Tuesday 
21st August for a Velocity Trophy Preliminary Round tie (ko 7.45pm) and finish with a very tough-looking 
match at Carshalton Athletic on Saturday 25th August in the Preliminary Round of the Emirates-sponsored 
FA Cup. Should this match be drawn, the replay will take place here during the week commencing 3rd 
September.  
 
Up the Hornets! 

Mark 
 
Cover image: Joe Shelley in the thick of the action at Dorking last month (photo by John Lines) 
 

mailto:seanbravery@gmail.com


  

 

 

http://www.smithgadd.co.uk
http://www.bryantfixings.co.uk


  

 

 
calibre of team we wanted to put ourselves up against, but we put in a good forty-five minutes at Dorking 

and there were plenty of positives throughout pre-season. The Newquay trip was worthwhile as it helped 

the group to socialise together and to get to know each other, which was the main aim. 

We’ve got a good bunch this season and brought in a few new faces, with a mix of experience and exciting 

potential, and for the first time in a couple of years we have strength in depth, with a strong bench. The 

players are also hungry so I'm really looking forward to this season.  

I was asked which clubs I think will do well this season and if Cray or Hythe don’t win the league then I feel 

they will have underachieved as both have strengthened from last year. For me, Cray were the best side in 

the league and should have gone up, while Hythe were the form side in the second part of the season and 

only missed out on the play-offs in the final match. I don't believe the division will be as strong this year - 

there's not that strength in depth - but so many clubs have made very good signings so there's no-one you 

look at and think that's a gimme. Look at the sides who have come up. Three Bridges have some serious 

firepower, with Trevor McCreadie, Omar Folkes, Connor French and now Jamie Taylor, and Haywards 

Heath haven’t lost anyone. They’re well organised and a big unit who won’t have any difficulties playing 

against the Kent teams. They work on one way of playing and are very good at it and I can see the 

matches against them taking on the same intensity of when we played Lewes. 
As for today's game, I’ve not had the opportunity to watch Sittingbourne this summer as they’ve not had 

that many friendlies and, when they have, they’ve always played the same day as us. They gave us 

problems last season and will be big and strong again so we have to be prepared for that. The first game of 

the season, everyone thinks they can win the league and us and Sittingbourne will be no different. You 

normally find it’s pure adrenalin that gets you through the first match before it starts to settle down but we’ll 

continue to do the things we’ve worked hard on in pre-season and if we’re up for the challenge then we 

should be okay. 

Finally, thank you to everyone who made the long trip down to Newquay to watch us. Your support was, as 

it is always, absolutely fantastic! Enjoy the game. 

Dom 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the boss 

 

Good afternoon everyone and welcome back to the start of another season. 
Special welcome to Aslan Ödev and Ian Varley and their Sittingbourne team, and 
to their officials and supporters. I wish you all the best for the season. 
 

Last season was a very tricky one and definitely the hardest of my time in football 

management. We had no end of problems and it was a relief to get to the end of 

it without too much damage although, at the end of the day, it didn’t matter 

because we were never in any trouble of going down but it’s not a season I’ll look 

back on with too many fond memories. Today, though, is all about starting afresh 

and I've been encouraged by what I've seen in our matches so far. We've played 

some lovely football, scored plenty of goals, and had some very good sessions in 

which Jon Meeney has had a really positive impact. We were disappointed that 

the matches with Burgess Hill and Merstham were cancelled as that was the 

calibre  
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Let me start by welcoming today’s officials as well as Sittingbourne to Lancing for the first senior game of 

the 2018/19 season. I also want to thank all the club volunteers who have put in time behind the scenes to 

get us ready. Normally I would also thank our match sponsor, so probably best I apologise for not being 

present in person today, but say how pleased I am to be able to sponsor this game. 

This season is different. That difference is one positively impacting all aspects of club life as the dream of a 

new home becomes a reality. The difference is transition. Firstly, the progress being made at Hop Oast is 

being captured for us on our second micro website and John’s camera. If you are not following this, you 

can do so at https://stadium.horsham-fc.co.uk.  

Secondly, we can now start to expand on our capabilities on the pitch against the backdrop of our new 

facilities becoming available. I’m particularly pleased that we have been able to launch the Under 23s now, 

rather than wait until we are actually in our new home. Do try to get along and watch them! Annie and 

others are also working closely with the Board and club committee on the opportunities that “state of the 

art” pitches will present for HFC youth. For our senior team, Dom has been able to invest further in the 

squad this season and make signings that have strengthened us in key positions. I want to personally 

welcome those who have joined the club as well as those who have re-signed. 

Thirdly, there is a tremendous amount of activity taking place off the pitch as we build the commercial 

partnership we need to have in place to be successful at Hop Oast. Agreements made are each being 

announced as they happen.  

Finally, as discussed at the shareholder and club AGMs, the legal structure of the club, which has been in 

place for several decades, is being reviewed from the perspective of both playing football and how we 

control the two valuable and debt-free assets covering twelve acres that we have in both north and south 

Horsham. 

Sound good? Yes it is! However, we can only grow as fast as we have sufficient volunteers to help where 

we need them. Our new home will see us taking back tasks carried out by others whilst groundsharing and 

the pace at which we expand our football activities is also dependent upon support. Can you help? If so 

speak to John Lines, Sean Bravery or Jeff Barrett. 

Enjoy your football. 

Kevin 

 

 
We are delighted to announce a partnership with BEL Signs who will be providing all the signage at our 
new stadium. We have worked closely with BEL Signs for more than twenty-five years, including at our 
former Queen Street ground. In the future, BEL Signs will supply perimeter advertising boards and also 
wayfinding signage for the new stadium, all of which are manufactured at their workshop in Horsham. 
 
BEL Signs is a leading signage manufacturer, producing high quality signs, display items, vehicle graphics, 
corporate wear and promotional print. They also produce bespoke items such as engraved, laser and 
hand-written signage in addition to embroidered clothing, roll-up displays, site-boards, pavement signs and 
shop fascia. With more than 40 years’ knowledge, specialist equipment, in-house design and installation 
teams, they can offer a full range of business services along with site visits and advice. 
 
Horsham Football Club looking forward to working with 
BEL Signs in the future. 

 

Chairman Kevin Borrett on why this season is different 

Horsham and Bel Signs agree new signage partnership 
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Bostik League restructuring  
 In May 2017, The FA chose the Isthmian League to add a third regional division at Step 4 as part of further 

restructuring in the National League System, reducing all divisions at Step 4 to twenty teams. This is the 
fourth phase of restructuring that began in 2004/5 and is the first season in which the Isthmian League has 
consisted of four divisions after the league reorganised the former South Division into the new South 
Central and South East divisions. In an interview with The Non-League Paper, back in March, Head of 
National League System Laurence Jones and National League System Manager Matt Edkins, explained the 
reasons behind the changes. 
 
“The world we live in is changing” said Jones. “The reconfiguration and reduction in divisional sizes is 
designed to create a National League System that reflects the challenges this level of the game faces. An 
incredible amount of work has gone into this. There’s been a lot of consultation and discussion with a wide 
range of stakeholders involved in this level of the game. There are some common and consistent themes 
coming through around travel time, reducing cost, player availability – particularly around midweek football. 
We’ve listened to, and considered, all the feedback to look at how we can create this new structure. 
Football doesn’t always embrace change but, inevitably when you’re introducing new divisions, there is 
going to be some movement. People have perhaps played in a certain league for many years and they are 
comfortable in that environment, I understand that. But the National League System is just that. It is a 
structured Pyramid of football that covers the whole of the country and there has to be fluidity to enable 
clubs to move up and down. The challenge is to look at the existing landscape and try to create a new one 
that doesn’t make too much change but meets the needs of the world we live in. The changes are to 
improve the National League System with players and clubs at the heart of it. One of the debates is, ‘What’s 
next?’ In an ideal world, we want to get to a pure Pyramid. We want to get to 1-2-4-8-16. We see this as 
part of that process.” 
 
“It’s important we have flexibility with the boundaries” Edkins added. “At Step 4 we had a look at the key 
transport arteries. You have to start in the far north and work down the country. We looked at the Dartford 
Crossing in the Isthmian area. Historically it’s been very difficult if there’s a problem with the crossing – it’s 
very hard to get around it. So for that particular reason the decision was made to keep the divisions north 
and south of the river. There was a discussion around East Anglia and how that would fit in. There were 
alternatives but it was decided by the Leagues Committee that the boundaries we’ve put out are the best 
way forward. At Step 3, it’s often been dubbed as a Midlands Division – we feel that slightly differently and 
term it Central as it goes a bit wider than what you’d expect to call the midlands.” 
 
“When you introduce anything you should have a period of evaluation. We’re putting this in place and we 
will spend the next two years seeing how it’s working.  If the outcomes are that it works one hundred per 
cent, great. If the outcomes are it needs tweaking then we might have to tweak it. We have a real desire to 
get the eighth division at Step 4 in the future and then sixteen at Step 5. We’ve got to make sure we’ve got 
enough clubs that can sustain the level required to populate those divisions, but that is the long-term vision. 
We are talking about a structure that has 1,400 clubs. It’s important not to lose sight of how important it is to 
our game in this country. For all those clubs with a team in the National League System, they all have a lot 
of other teams playing open-age football or youth football. Everything we are trying to do is ensure the 
longevity of the National League System.” 
 
So where did they go? 
Of last season's Division One South line-up, Carshalton Athletic, Lewes and Corinthian-Casuals were 
promoted to the Bostik Premier Division, relegated Shoreham returned to the Southern Combination 
Football League, and Chipstead, Molesey and South Park were moved to the South Central Division. 
Walton Casuals' 'reward' for winning promotion via the play-offs was to be denied their place in the Premier 
Division and were, instead, switched to the Southern League where they face trips to the likes of Merthyr 
Tydfil, Taunton and Tiverton!  

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Introducing the Hornets 
 

 

Darren Boswell (midfield): Made his senior debut at Lancing aged just 16 years before 

joining Burgess Hill Town in 2010, returning to Lancing and then on to East Preston with 

whom he won County League and cup honours. Further silverware followed with moves to 

Littlehampton and then Horsham, for whom he has played over one hundred times 

averaging around a goal every three games. 

 

Dean Bown (forward): Dean joined the Hornets in October 2017, having begun the 

campaign at East Grinstead. Started his career at Eastbourne Borough, dual-registering 

with Metropolitan Police, and then went on to Lewes only to suffer a bad injury that led to 

him being moved on to East Grinstead. A brief spell with Hastings United followed before 

his move to Horsham. Spent part of last season on loan at Peacehaven & Telscombe.  

 

Daryl Coleman (midfield): An experienced midfielder who captained Walton Casuals to 

promotion via the play-offs last season, Daryl started out at Chipstead before going on to 

have the first of two spells at Whyteleafe and then County League Lingfield before joining 

Corinthian-Casuals. Voted Dorking Wanderers' Player of the Season in 2015 before 

making the switch to Walton Casuals. Signed for Horsham this summer after impressing 

pre-season. Can also play in defence.    

 

Brannon Daly (goalkeeper): Brannon joined the Hornets in October 2017, keeping a 

clean sheet on his debut and going on to impress between the sticks, only to suffer a 

season-ending injury against Lewes on New Year's Day. He is a highly-respected 

goalkeeper who first came to prominence at Merstham before going on to have spells at 

Walton Casuals, Met Police and Staines. 

 

Alex Duncan (defence): After a successful career in the Sussex County League, Alex 

brought his experience to Horsham in 2015 and helped them to win the league title at the 

first time of asking. He began in the youth ranks at Arundel before going on to win County 

League honours with Littlehampton, East Preston and Eastbourne Town. A tenacious full-

back who has adapted well to life in the Isthmian League, he missed much of last season 

through injury. Currently on loan at Lancing FC 

 

Charlie Farmer (defence): A former Worthing youth player, Charlie became a member of 

the Rebels side that reached the Ryman League play-offs in 2010 before joining 

Eastbourne Town. Signed for Simon Colbran at Redhill, following him to Horsham in 2012 

only to be loaned to East Preston with whom he won County League and cup medals. 

Had a brief spell at Hastings United under his former manager Dom Di Paola who brought 

him back to Horsham in July 2015 

 

Lee Harding (midfield): Lee joined the Hornets in the summer from Burgess Hill Town, 

having been a member of their exciting and successful U18s side that won the Isthmian 

Youth League in 2015. Broke into the senior side and became a part of the squad that 

won the Division One South title and reached the 4th Qualifying round and second round 

proper of the FA Cup and FA Trophy respectively that same season. A near ever-present 

for the Hillians last campaign. 

 

Charlie Harris (midfield): A former Brighton & Hove Albion junior, Charlie had a loan 

spell at National League Aldershot Town before making the switch to Barnsley. Returned 

south after being released by the Tykes and initially joined his hometown club East 

Grinstead before securing a move to Eastbourne Borough at the start of the 2017/18 

season. Spent a month on loan with the Hornets last season before joining Horsham on a 

permanent basis in the summer. 
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Jack Hartley (midfield): Jack's career began at Worthing but after just one senior 

appearance he joined Shoreham and was a member of the side that won promotion to 

the Isthmian League for the first time in their history. Made the switch to Horsham last 

summer, debuting at full-back before impressing in a midfield role where his energy and 

forceful running made him a favourite with supporters, only to be side-lined for the final 

eleven weeks of the season through injury. 

 

George Hayward (midfield): An energetic central midfielder, George joined the Hornets 

this summer from Haywards Heath, having started off as a youngster at Brighton & Hove 

Albion. Had loan spells at Burgess Hill and Bognor Regis before joining Worthing and 

then Haywards Heath, for whom he made 78 appearances in two seasons, scoring 8 

goals. 

 

Will Hoare (midfield): Croydon-born Will is a Scotland U16 international midfielder who 

started out in the Crystal Palace Academy, where he played for their U18s and U23s, 

and was offered a professional contract by the Eagles aged eighteen. Joined 

Leatherhead after being released by the Premiership Club in 2016, spending a season at 

Fetcham Grove before signing for East Grinstead from whom he made the switch to 

Horsham this summer. 

 

Toby House (forward): Toby has represented Sussex at U18 level and cut his teeth in 

senior football with Sussex County League side Loxwood, having previously played 

youth team football for Burgess Hill Town. He joined Horsham in 2017, ending his first 

full season as the club's top scorer, and was honoured to be one of a select number of 

players to have their name printed on last season's FA Cup final ball. 

 

Adam Hunt (midfield): Luckless Adam has spent much of the past two seasons side-

lined with a number of serious injuries. Able to play in defence or midfield, he made his 

senior bow at just fifteen years of age and went on to win Sussex County League and 

cup winners medals with the likes of Lancing and East Preston before joining Horsham in 

2015 and helping them to the title in his first season. 

 

Lewis Hyde (defence): Horsham's current Player of the Season, Lewis is now in his 

third season with the club. A Wessex League title winner with Petersfield Town in 2015, 

he has also had spells at Horndean, Midhurst & Easebourne and Pagham. A powerful 

header of the ball, he is a commanding presence in either penalty box and was missed in 

the closing weeks of last season when he injured his shoulder at East Grinstead. 

 

Scott Kirkwood (midfield): Scott is a familiar face to fans of Sussex football, having 

begun his career at Brighton & Hove Albion before joining Crawley in 2002. Made six 

loan appearances for Horsham at the start of 2003/4 before going on to play the first of 

two spells for Bognor Regis Town, later taking in Hastings and a successful spell at 

Worthing. Has also played for Lewes, Eastbourne Town and Burgess Hill. Joined 

Horsham in September 2016. 

 

George Landais (forward): Much-travelled striker who represented Ireland at U16 level 

while on the books of Millwall, before going on to play youth and reserve team football for 

Aldershot Town. Joined Horsham for the first time in 2011, via Croydon Athletic, then 

had the first of two spells in Sweden before returning to the UK and turning out for  the 

likes of Herne Bay, Littlehampton and Lewes from whom he re-joined the Hornets in the 

latter part of last season. 

 

Dean Lovegrove (defence): Dean spent a decade at MK Dons, playing twenty games 

for the reserves, before being released in 2007. Snapped up by Woking, he was dual-

registered with Worthing and made four appearances for the Hornets towards the end of 

the 2007/8 campaign before furthering his playing career in the USA. Returned to the UK 

in 2014 and turned out for Lewes, Chipstead and South Park, joining Horsham this 

summer. 
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James McElligott (defence): James began his footballing career at then Combined 

Counties League side South Park but made the switch to league rivals Horley Town in 

2014, where he was voted Supporters' Player of the Year the following season. He 

returned to Whitehall Lane and became a consistent performer as The Sparks established 

themselves in the Isthmian League, before signing for Horsham this summer. Can play at 

either full-back or in midfield. 

 

Steve Metcalf (defence): Experienced defender who began his career at Saltdean before 

joining Worthing in 2006, via Lewes and Newhaven. Had spells at East Preston, Horsham 

YMCA and Worthing again before picking up a Ryman League Division One winners 

medal with Peacehaven. Returned to captain Worthing to the Ryman Division One South 

title in 2016, after which he joined Horsham where he has been a near ever-present since. 

 

Rob O'Toole (forward): Rob is a proven goalscorer whose goals have helped 

Peacehaven, East Preston, Haywards Heath and Shoreham to Sussex County League 

titles and Burgess Hill Town to the Isthmian League Division One South crown. Joined 

Horsham last summer and scored six goals in twelve matches before being enticed back 

into the County League with Saltdean United, for whom he netted twenty-three times. 

Rejoined the Hornets in July. 

 

Tyrell Richardson-Brown (forward): Tyrell swapped American Football with the Brighton 

Panthers for the round ball game, signing first for Fisher before going on to have spells at 

Kingstonian, Hastings United, Burgess Hill and Ashford United. Moved from Ashford to 

Walton Casuals in November 2017 and helped the Stags to promotion to the Bostik 

Premier Division via a play-off win at Corinthian-Casuals in May. Made the switch to 

Horsham this summer 

 

Joe Shelley (defence): Joe enjoyed plenty of success in the Sussex County League with 

Worthing United, Clymping, East Preston and Littlehampton before making the switch to 

Horsham in July 2015. He was voted Supporters' Player of the Year as he led the Hornets 

to the title, only to move to Pagham the following season. Returned to Horsham in 

October 2017, having begun the campaign at Horsham YMCA. 

 

Chris Smith (forward): Chris is a prolific striker who scored over 220 goals in 350 plus 

games for South Park, with whom he began his career as a sixteen year old in 2007. 

Having topped the club's goalscoring charts for five successive seasons, he moved to 

Premier Division Burgess Hill Town in 2015, returning to South Park last season before 

making the switch to Horsham this summer. 

 

Joe Taylor (defence): Joe graduate from Welling United's Development Squad to make 

his National League debut at Braintree Town aged just seventeen. A left-sided full-back 

who can also play in midfield, Joe was loaned out to East Grinstead Town as part of his 

development and has also played for Leatherhead, Burgess Hill and VCD Athletic before 

joining Horsham in July 2018 after making ten appearances for the Welling first team. 

 

200 Club results 
May - £100 Miss P R Wadham, £40 J Campbell, £20 I Arber  

June - £150 Jeff Barrett, £40 J Campbell, £20 Tim Harrison 

July - £100 Chris McGahan, £40 Mark Wells, £20 Bryan Wicks 

August - £100 John Dalby, £40 Tim Harrison, £20 Mark Butler 

Congratulations to all our winners 

The club thanks everyone who continues to support the 200 Club. If you would 
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Pre-Season Round-Up 

Monday 9th July: HORSHAM 2 Horsham YMCA 0 (at Steyning Town FC) 

Dom had virtually a full-strength squad available to him for this match and was able to give everyone a run-

out, including a number of trialists, making wholesale changes after the interval with two goals in six 

second half minutes from Chris Smith and Rob O'Toole securing the win. The victory over our old landlords 

would have been more comprehensive had two first half ‘goals’ by Lee Harding not been disallowed. 

Saturday 14th July: HORSHAM 4 Langney Wanderers 1 

At sunny Culver Road, the Hornets scored three times before the break, through Joe Shelley, Rob O’Toole 

and Will Hoare, and although the Southern Combination Premier Division newboys pulled one back against 

a much-changed home side after the break, Jack Hartley restored the three goal advantage near the end. 

Saturday 21st July: Dorking Wanderers 5 HORSHAM 2 

Hosts Dorking claimed the Jacob Sylvester Trophy with a powerful second half display that saw them hit 

five goals without reply, after an impressive first 45 minutes from the Hornets. Chris Smith opened the 

scoring after Tyrell Richardson-Brown's effort was only parried by the 'keeper and Richardson-Brown made 

it two, eight minutes later, with a clean strike. The strength in depth of Dorking's squad became apparent 

after the break when Tom Tolfrey and Giuseppe Sole each scored twice, with former Hornet Lewis Taylor 

adding a fifth, seven minutes from the end. 

Tuesday 24th July: HORSHAM 4 AFC Portchester 0 
In this first ever meeting between the two sides, Jack Hartley gave Horsham the lead midway through the 
first half with Charlie Harris doubling their lead, moments after the interval. Dean Bown then secured the 
win with a brace, rolling home for 3-0 and then rounding off the evening with a smart finish from inside the 
box just after the hour mark as Horsham saw out the remainder of the game comfortably. 

Saturday 28th July: Newquay AFC 0 HORSHAM 6 

The Hornets wasted little time in shaking off the effects of their long journey by taking the lead after just two 

minutes through Will Hoare and had added four more by the 27th minute, thanks to a brace each from 

George Landais and Rob O'Toole. Lee Harding made it 6-0 on the stroke of half-time but, despite the 

introduction of fresh legs, Horsham were unable to alter the scoreline in the second half and it was 

Newquay who went closest to scoring when they hit the post. 

Tuesday 31st July: Hassocks 1 HORSHAM 1 

An late defensive error cost Horsham a fifth victory of the summer when Joe Shelley's back pass beat 

Brannon Daly for an own goal, negating Rob O'Toole's first half opener. Despite the Hornets dominating 

possession, Hassocks defended resolutely although Dean Bown spurned a good chance to score a late 

winner. 

Saturday 4th August: Tooting & Mitcham United 1 HORSHAM 0 

A solitary Billy Dunn goal saw Horsham’s pre-season programme end in a narrow defeat at relegated 

Tooting & Mitcham this afternoon. The only goal for the Terrors, who are preparing for life in Division One 

South Central of the Bostik League following their demotion from the Premier Division in April, came after 

just ten minutes when former Hornet Dunn latched on to a through ball to knock the ball beyond Brannon 

Daly. Horsham were much improved after the break and were unfortunate not to equalise with Will Hoare, 

George Hayward, Chris Smith, Tyrell Richardson-Brown, Joe Shelley and Steve Metcalf all having 

opportunities to score but it was not to be as we slipped to our second loss of the summer. 

 

 



 
  

Planes, trains and automobiles – Horsham style! 
Not since the Queen Street visits of Crystal Palace, Portsmouth, Brighton and Fulham has there been a pre-
season fixture to truly whet the appetite of Horsham supporters. But from the moment it was revealed that 
Dom would be taking his side down to the Cornish Riviera this summer, to take on Newquay AFC, our loyal 
fans began to make their plans for the long trek west. For some, the fixture presented an opportunity for a 
long weekend at the renowned surfer's retreat, for others a one-nighter was in the offing while for those with 
family members in the West Country, it was the perfect chance to make that oft put-off visit! 
 
Somewhat predictably, as the first supporters set off on Friday morning, the first rain clouds in several 
months began to gather overhead, forcing speedos and sun hats to be switched for waterproofs and more 
appropriate clothing while concerned eyes were surely cast skywards by regular match reporter Matt, whose 
decision to stay under canvas had probably seemed a good one earlier in the week. Come the day of the 
match, committee members Sean and reluctant driver Mark, along with Dan and Jack, were up at an unholy 
4am to take possession of the minibus that was to transport the players on their epic journey westwards. 
Pick-ups in Horsham and Hooley complete, the party was underway for seven hours of their lives that they 
knew they would never get back! Meanwhile, up at London's Paddington station, self-confessed rail fanatic 
Stephen was boarding the 0630 en route to Exeter and thence Newquay, via the undoubted delights of 
Didcot Parkway and Bristol Temple Meads. A few miles further south and the Flying Horse at Gatwick's 
south terminal was doing a roaring trade in a 'full English' and accompanying pint as those reluctant to face 
the rigours of road or track travel assembled ahead of a far more civilised  departure with Flybe.  
 
No doubt there were trials and tribulations from inside the players' bus but, for those on board the Embraer 
195, the worst we had to contend with was a half hour delay and whether we could really justify spending 
four pounds on an in-flight sandwich. The forty-five minute journey itself was uneventful as we soared above 
the scorched landscape, until the azure-blue skies gave way to menacing dark clouds as we began our 
descent and the wind and light rain flew in our faces as we disembarked the aircraft for a less than 
hospitable welcome to the Land of the Pasty. After a quick stop at the ground to deliver the kit, secretary 
Jeff, and kitman Darren, it was off to the nearest watering hole where we marvelled at the stunning beach 
below through the rain-spattered windows. As more and more followers of the amber and Lincoln green 
arrived, followed by Dom, new boy 'Meeno', Charlie and Ax, attempts to announce our arrival in song were 
soon thwarted by the barmaid, whose declaration that 'this is not a stag pub' was clearly not aimed at the 
group of fellas at an adjacent table, dressed in lurid pink polo shirts with suggestions such as 'Milk Me' 
emblazoned on their back, and a large inflatable palm tree tucked under one's arm! 
 
The weather continued to fluctuate from clear skies and warming sunshine to breezy drizzle as we made our 
way to the ground for the kick-off, where the well-built custodian of the clubhouse bar must have thought all 
his birthdays had come at once. Further pints quaffed, a call to arms had everyone outside to raucously 
welcome the players on to the pitch. It would be true to say that we've faced more testing opponents this 
summer, as the lads breezed into a six goal half-time lead accompanied by the usual 'Lardy anthems' from 
behind the goal. An estimated forty or so Horshamites were in the ground at this stage but one was yet to 
arrive, the luckless John whose flight out of Birmingham had been delayed to such an extent that he arrived 
just in time for the half-time pint – and to have each of the half dozen goals described in gloating fashion by 
those more fortunate than our Midlands-based fan.  
 
After the match the party moved back to Newquay town centre for the evening, assisted by a very generous 
donation from the players. For some, the revelry continued into Sunday before we all wound our merry way 
back from whence we came although, for airline worker Andrew, there was an unscheduled overnight stay 
back in Newquay when his hopes of returning to Gatwick were thwarted by a full flight. Unperturbed, he 
provided a one man farewell committee as he proudly held aloft the Horsham flags at the perimeter fencing 
as the rest of us taxied down the runway. One of many highly amusing moments from a top weekend with 
my fellow Hornets.  
 
Over to you for next summer's fixtures, Dom 


Mark Wells 



 
  

Today's opponents 

SITTINGBOURNE 
 

 

Year formed: 1886 

Nickname: The Brickies 

Current ground:  

Woodstock Park 

Previous leagues:  

Kent League, South Eastern 

League, Southern League, 

Isthmian League 

Highest league placing:  

8th, Southern League Premier 

Division 1993/4 & 1996/7 

Best FA Cup run:  

Second Round 1925 & 1928 

Best FA Trophy run: 

Second Round 1998 

Best FA Vase run: 

Fourth Round 1992/3 

Last season: 

14th, Bostik South Division 

Manager: Aslan Ödev 

Last match: 

Carshalton Athletic (a) 

4.8.18 Drew 1-1 

 

Did you know? 

During season 1961/62, Accrington Stanley left the Football League, creating a vacancy for which 
twenty-five clubs applied. Sittingbourne - then a Southern League side - were one of those clubs but, 
sadly, they didn't receive a single vote and, instead, it was Oxford United who were elected. 

Formed in 1881 as Sittingbourne United, the club lasted just five years 
before being replaced by a new team, Sittingbourne FC, who later 
secured Vallences Meadow as their 'home' ground for over a century. 
They gained senior status in 1893/94 and joined the newly-formed Kent 
League a season later, winning the title in 1902/3. Plenty of silverware 
came their way in the 1920s, during which time they spent three 
seasons in the Southern League, but a financial crisis in 1932/33 saw 
the club go into liquidation, only to be rescued by the Supporters Club 
who kept it going until the outbreak of World War Two.  
 
By 1949, they again found themselves in financial difficulties but were 
kept alive by the generosity of its supporters to such an extent that, in 
1954 and with the aid of an FA loan, the club was able to purchase its 
ground. The end of the 1950s saw them dominate the Kent League until 
joining the Southern League in 1959 but, despite some initial success, 
their form fell away markedly, resulting in their resignation from the 
Southern League in 1967 to return to the reformed Kent League.  
 
The 1970s proved to be a successful decade, with league titles and cup 
successes coming with regularity, and while the 1980s didn't quite 
return the same level of silverware, they were consistently placed 
among the top six sides in the division. In 1990 they sold their Bull 
Ground and moved to Central Park, a new twenty-three acre site, and 
landed the league title in their first season there, going the entire 
campaign unbeaten. Promotion to the Southern League followed and, 
two years later, they found themselves in the Premier Division by virtue 
of winning the title.  
 
But success had come at a price and the worsening financial situation 
saw them relegated and even locked out of their own ground. A deal 
was struck to allow the club to carry on but the ground grew into a state 
of disrepair and players went unpaid. A massive overhaul of the club 
took place and, by the start of the Millenium, the club was in a healthier 
position than it had been for some time although it took the demise of 
Baldock Town to stop Sittingbourne from dropping out of the league. In 
2002/3, the decision was made to move out of Central Park and into a 
new ground at Bourne Park. Moved across to the Isthmian League in 
2006, because of the FA reorganisation, the ensuing years produced 
little more than consolidation under a series of managers before moving 
into their current ground at Woodstock Park in 2012/13. The team has 
been in the lower reaches of the table recently but it is hoped that  a 
strong youth policy will gradually bring improvement. 
 
Horsham and Sittingbourne have met seventeen times in all competitions since 1983, when the two sides 
fought out a 1-1 draw in the 1st Qualifying Round of the FA Cup, with the Hornets winning seven and the 
Brickies nine. The highest margin of victory in this fixture was Sittingbourne's 5-0 win at Queen Street in 
1995, while Horsham's 6-2 FA Trophy success at Goring's Mead in 2014 represents the most goals 
scored in matches between today's two sides. 

 



 
New season thoughts by HISC's John Dalby 
Sittingbourne (continued) 

The start of a new season always brings a sense of renewed hope, of a fresh start consigning the previous 
season to the dustbin of history, and as Horsham kick off their 2018/19 campaign, this feeling is only 
heightened.  This, after all, has been a summer of footballing nostalgia – in Russia, England put in their 
best tournament performance for a generation and fans across the country chanted that, finally, Football’s 
Coming Home.  While it didn’t quite work out that way for England, this is the season that football will finally 
make its way home for Horsham FC and the club's many supporters.  Speak to any of those fans about the 
season ahead and the two words most excitedly coming forth are “Hop Oast”, referring to the tantalising 
prospect of the club returning to the town and to a stadium we can finally call our own.  It is this long-
awaited realisation of the turbulent journey to our own ground that hovers brightly over any preview of the 
season, and this fans’ eye view is no different. 
 
This season’s fixture list itself doesn’t lend a great deal of traditional excitement, with the Bostik League 
restructure throwing up fewer matches, a reduction in evening games and no new or unfamiliar faces.  We 
don’t have the traditional rivalry with Lewes to look forward to and even the cup draws have been a little 
unkind.  Despite this, the sense of anticipation among fans, as the long hot summer has endured, has 
grown and there are two clear reasons for this.  Obviously the ground is a big factor, but the summer 
squad building activity has really added to the impression that the club is looking to make a step forward 
after a couple of seasons of consolidation back at this level, following that short hiatus in the County 
League.  New signings bring excitement, and the prolific nature of the likes of Rob O’Toole and Chris 
Smith, in particular, give fans plenty to look forward to in an area of the pitch where the team have 
struggled in recent times.  Will Hoare looks to be an excellent addition in the middle and should provide 
some much needed solidity and the bulk of last season's key performers have returned, providing an air of 
stability after a fair few seasons of flux.  Pre-season results and performances have been largely positive, 
and the squad-bonding session in Newquay was replicated off the pitch by a large number of fans who 
took to road, rail and air for a spot of fan-bonding, new song debuts and a shared sense of anticipation for 
the season ahead. 
  
When I came to write my preview for the Bostik League website, I was surprised by how even the league 
looks this season.  I don’t think there will be a Shoreham who will be doomed to relegation from the start, 
but apart from a couple of sides (Cray and Ashford, in particular), it looks like there could be play-off places 
available for pretty much any side that can maintain consistency, score enough goals and avoid too many 
silly errors.  I’d expect us to enjoy something of a new ground bounce and if we are able to play a good 
number of games back home this season, then it can only help any end of season push for 
honours.  While not many fans expect the team to be pushing for the title, being able to maintain realistic 
hopes of a play-off place into the spring would be satisfying.  A good start to the league is key to this, 
starting today with a win over Sittingbourne.  A cup run also adds to a fan’s sense of excitement and this 
month's FA Cup trip to Carshalton, last season’s champions, will provide both an opportunity to show 
where the team are in their development and a little chance to dream of Wembley. 
  
Horsham Independent Supporters' Club's activity will be ramping up this season as we seek to make sure 
fans are as ready as the team for the return home to Horsham.  We will be organising informal events 
through the season to provide an opportunity to get together.  Watch this space for more details. 
  
If anyone wants to discuss any matters related to HISC, including any ideas on events, please use one of 
the following: 
 
Email: john.dalby@gmail.com 
Instagram: @horshamisc 
Twitter: @HISCTweets 
Forum: https://www.tapatalk.com/groups/goatzoneforum/ 

  

Come on you Hornets! 

John 

 

mailto:john.dalby@gmail.com
https://www.tapatalk.com/groups/goatzoneforum/


  
Few players have enjoyed as many highs and lows in the modern era in a Horsham shirt as much as our 
former goalkeeper Gareth Williams. 

Voted the 2014/15 Player of the Season, during a disastrous campaign that saw The Hornets relegated from 
the Isthmian League, Williams was the only player to re-sign for the club under Dom Di Paola for our maiden 
campaign in the Southern Combination Premier League and was rewarded for his loyalty by ending that 
campaign with a league winners' medal as we bounced back at the first time of asking. However, disaster 
befell the popular shot-stopper that season when he picked up a serious knee injury in a top-of-the-table 
crunch game against Eastbourne Town, a match that was remembered for all the wrong reasons. With 
Horsham 3-1 up with twenty minutes to go, a rush of blood from Williams allowed Town to pull a goal back, 
before a flap at a free-kick enabled the visitors to take the lead while Williams fell to the ground injured. 

 

Speaking to Matt Dale, Williams recalls the incident “I remember colliding with another player as I came 
out, and landing on my knee. It ended up as damaging the ligaments and I was kept out until the 
following season. Fortunately I didn’t need to have an operation but I wasn’t fit until the following 
Christmas.” 

Frustratingly, he had to wait until the end of last season to finally return between the sticks as he re-joined 
another of his former clubs, Corinthian-Casuals, and helped them get to the play-off finals. However, 
Williams was unable to prevent his side from achieving their desire of promotion (at least temporarily, with 
Casuals promoted anyway due to Thurrock's shock resignation), losing out on penalties to Walton Casuals - 
a game marred by disgraceful scenes off the pitch as both sets of supporters fought each other. 

Despite the disappointment, the 32-year-old confirmed his return to football was long overdue. “It’s been a 
while, but it was great to be back playing again. After I got fit, I had been asked to play for a few 
other clubs but work commitments and a new baby had prevented me doing so as it’s quite a 
sacrifice to make when you’re playing football and juggling life.” 

Understandably, the demands of becoming a new dad, getting married and training to become a teacher 
had meant that Williams’ focus had remained away from football, so why the change in heart? “At first, I 
was really missing it, but then you have other things to focus on. I spent a bit of time coaching at 
Molesey, but the thing was that part of me never wanted the last contribution I made in football to be 
that day against Eastbourne Town.” 

 

 

In conversation with: Gareth Williams 



 
  

Williams is quick to point out, however, that many of his best memories in football stem from his time in a 
Horsham jersey. After making 114 appearances in two spells at the club, joining for the first time in the 
summer of 2006, it’s clear to see his first impressions of the club left a mark on him in over 500 career 
appearances. 

“Overall, when I think about my career at Horsham, one of the best sides I ever played with must be 
when I signed for the club for the first time. I was nineteen at the time and was signed by John 
Maggs, along with Alan Mansfield. We already had Rob Frankland who I knew, and we used to train 
together. It’s a time that really stands out for me as Horsham were playing in the Ryman Premier 
Division at the time, which was the highest level I had played at that point. Unfortunately, I got 
injured during the season but the way the club treated me was fantastic and I felt so grateful. We 
had a great squad with players like Jamie Taylor, Carl Rook and Stuart Myall. There was a great 
bond in the dressing room and it’s one of the most times I’ve laughed during a season. I always 
keep an eye out for Horsham’s scores and come down whenever I get a chance, I’ll always feel most 
appreciated at Horsham". 

Having tasted the highs, it was with perhaps an ironic twist of fate that Williams would re-join the club later 
in his  for what would be a doomed campaign as The Hornets suffered relegation to the County League 
during the 2014/15 season. When asked to compare the two seasons, he chooses his words carefully 
“well, it wasn’t amazing or fun if I’m honest! In a masochistic way, if you’re a goalkeeper, then it’s 
good because you’re kept busy.” that I did see it through to the end.” 

Despite having only recently recovered from injury at the time, Williams reveals that a phone call from an 
old friend brought him back to the club. “I remember getting the call from Gary Charman, who told me 
that he wanted me there and he convinced me to sign up. Unfortunately it didn’t work out for him, 
despite how hard we all tried, but once I start something I want to see it through. It was a wild ride if 
I’m honest, with lots of different managers, but I’m proud that I did see it through to the end.” 

Such was Williams’ appreciation and fondness of the Horsham supporters, he bought them a crate of beers 
at the final game of that dismal season - an act of kindness that was fully appreciated by the contingent of 
Elvis impersonators who took over Tooting and Mitcham’s Imperial Fields ground that day. “I didn’t want 
any plaudits for the beers. I just felt those supporters were owed something after what they 
endured. No fan should have to suffer a season like we that.” Williams is refreshingly honest in his 
assessment of what turned out to be humiliating performance that saw Horsham fall to a 5-0 defeat on his 
birthday. “That was probably one of the worst teams I’ve played in! But the atmosphere the Horsham 
fans generated throughout the entire ninety minutes was incredible and it convinced me to return. 
You don’t get too many sets of fans doing a conga around the ground and singing ‘Happy birthday 
to you’ despite being 5-0 down!” 

The allure of the supporters, and new manager Dom Di Paola, saw Williams return to help guide the club 
back to the Isthmian League the following season, yet despite the club breaking records and marching to 
the Southern Combination Premier Division title, the ‘keeper personally struggled with his own form, 
culminating with his season ending injury with just over ten league fixtures remaining. 

“In hindsight, perhaps I shouldn’t have played. I still hadn’t fully recovered from my injury, and I 
was unable to train at the time. As a goalkeeper, you want to be kept busy, and it’s hard to do that 
when you’re winning comfortably so I had little to do. Annoyingly, I was making mistakes and 
finding it a bit frustrating at times because you don’t get a lot of chances to atone for them in goal if 
you’re winning games.” 

Having often been part of Horsham squads in which he knew other players already, Williams admits that it 
was strange at first returning to the club. “I was the only player from the previous season that Dom 
kept so I did feel on my own a bit, as the manager brought in a lot of lads he already knew so it was 
a bit weird at first but you soon get to know everyone. Dom is probably one of the best managers 
I’ve played for. He gets the best out of people and he’s prepared to cut you some slack. He probably 
one of the best things to happen to the club as he’s the right man at the right time and he’s taking 
them in the right direction."  

Gareth Williams made his Hornets debut in a 0-0 draw at Staines Town on August 19th, 2006, and went on 

to make 155 appearances for the club. 

             Matt Dale 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Horsham Football Club fixtures 2018/19 

Date Opposition Comp F-A Att Scorers Pos 

11 Aug SITTINGBOURNE LGE     

18 Aug Sevenoaks LGE     

21 Aug Haywards Heath VT     

25 Aug Carshalton Athletic FAC     

27 Aug HAYWARDS HEATH LGE     

01 Sep Whyteleafe LGE     

15 Sep HERNE BAY LGE     

22 Sep Thamesmead Town LGE     

25 Sep Hastings United LGE     

29 Sep Bury Town FAT     

02 Oct PHOENIX SPORTS LGE     

06 Oct Ramsgate LGE     

20 Oct EAST GRINSTEAD LGE     

03 Nov Ashford United LGE     

10 Nov GREENWICH BORO' LGE     

17 Nov VCD ATHLETIC LGE     

24 Nov Three Bridges LGE     

01 Dec WHITSTABLE TOWN LGE     

08 Dec Hythe Town LGE     

15 Dec CRAY WANDERERS LGE     

22 Dec Haywards Heath LGE     

01 Jan GUERNSEY LGE     

05 Jan Faversham Town LGE     

12 Jan WHYTELEAFE LGE     

19 Jan Phoenix Sports LGE     

26 Jan RAMSGATE LGE     

02 Feb East Grinstead Town LGE     

05 Feb HASTINGS UNITED LGE     

09 Feb VCD Athletic LGE     

16 Feb THREE BRIDGES LGE     

23 Feb Whitstable Town LGE     

02 Mar HYTHE TOWN LGE     

09 Mar Cray Wanderers LGE     

16 Mar Greenwich Borough LGE     

23 Mar ASHFORD UNITED LGE     

30 Mar SEVENOAKS LGE     

06 Apr Sittingbourne LGE     

13 Apr Herne Bay LGE     

20 Apr FAVERSHAM TOWN LGE     

22 Apr Guernsey LGE     

27 Apr THAMESMEAD TOWN LGE     

Home matches in CAPITALS 

KEY: LGE – Bostik South East Division, VT – Velocity Trophy, FAC – FA Cup, FAT – FA Trophy 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First team stats 
2018/19 Career totals 

Apps Subs Goals Apps Goals 

Darren Boswell    124 37 

Dean Bown    26 6 

Daryl Coleman    0 0 

Brannon Daly    16 0 

Alex Duncan    102 2 

Charlie Farmer    182 21 

Lee Harding    0 0 

Charlie Harris    4 1 

Jack Hartley    38 3 

George Hayward    0 0 

Will Hoare    0 0 

Toby House    46 15 

Adam Hunt    58 1 

Lewis Hyde    72 8 

Scott Kirkwood    84 9 

George Landais    34 13 

Dean Lovegrove    4 0 

James McElligott    0 0 

Steve Metcalf    76 7 

Rob O'Toole    12 6 

Tyrell Richardson-Brown    0 0 

Joe Shelley    90 24 

Chris Smith    0 0 

Joe Taylor    0 0 

 

Horsham FC – on this day, 1995: Horsham fans could hardly wait for the new season to start after 

seeing their side stage a stunning comeback to beat a Portsmouth XI 4-2 in a pre-season friendly. The 

Hornets trailed to an Alex Totten header and a brilliant strike from Les Sharpe with 25 minutes to go 

but then Paul Harris and Rodney Prosper struck within five minutes of each other to turn the match on 

its head. Prosper put Horsham ahead just three minutes later, blasting in a sensational thirty yard 

strike, and the midfield powerhouse completed his hat-trick from close range, ten minutes from time.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Match sponsors 2018/19 
Horsham Football Club would like to thank all this season's match & matchball sponsors 

Date Opponents Match Sponsor Ball Sponsor 

11.08.18 Sittingbourne Kevin Borrett Denis Strudwick 

27.08.18 Haywards Heath John Lines Howard Frogley 

15.09.18 Herne Bay Mark Butler Nigel Smithers 

02.10.18 Phoenix Sports Tanbury Garage Blue Stragglers 

20.10.18 East Grinstead Matt & Jack Dale In memory of Roy Wells 

10.11.18 Greenwich Borough David Hillier Matt Dale 

17.11.18 VCD Athletic Alan Keary Denis Strudwick 

01.12.18 Whitstable Town HISC HISC 

15.12.18 Cray Wanderers Horsham FC Committee Lyla Maj Clarke 

01.01.19 Guernsey Horsham FC Stewards Denis Strudwick 

12.01.19 Whyteleafe Neil Richmond & Co Sean Bravery 

26.01.19 Ramsgate Paul Arnold Bald Bloke 

05.02.19 Hastings United Watson Associates Mark Barrett 

16.02.19 Three Bridges Simon Edwards Consultancy Jack Everley 

02.03.19 Hythe Town Holly Osborn HISC 

23.03.19 Ashford United 'Patricia' Rae Mark Barrett 

30.03.19 Sevenoaks Town Tanbury Garage Saint Agnes 

20.04.19 Faversham Town Jim Rae Oscar Kent 

27.04.19 Thamesmead Town Monksgate Business Services Denis Strudwick 

 

http://www.watsons.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.nightingalesc.co.ukhttp://www.tanbury.co.uk 

http://www.nightingalesc.co.uk/
http://www.nightingalesc.co.uk/


 
  

 
Another summer had been negotiated, August is here and competitive football is finally back. The off-
season is a busy one for us at NLP Towers as we aim to keep producing engaging articles people will 
enjoy reading and, I hope, we have once again managed to do that.  
 
But there’s nothing quite like that first Saturday of the new campaign. Where everyone turns up, level on 
points, full of hope and ambition, with fans wondering, ‘Could this be our year?’ New players have been 
signed, stands have had a lick of paint and there’s grass in all the goalmouths – although this year much 
of it will be parched! I imagine there will be some expensive water bills dropping on the doormats of clubs 
in the near future as groundsmen battle against the heat. Of course, we’ve had the World Cup to tick us 
over too and, with England going deep into the competition, the excitement and feel-good factor has been 
palpable. Non-League football can really benefit from the national side having a good competition too. And 
there was plenty to be proud of for this level of the game with Jordan Pickford’s loan spells at Darlington 
and Alfreton taking up many column inches, along with Nick Pope’s Bury Town beginning and the well-told 
tale of Jamie Vardy. Who knows where the players kicking off over the coming weeks will end up in a few 
years’ time. That’s one of the exciting parts of this time of year. It’s all ahead of us now. The surprises, the 
shocks, the cup runs – over the coming nine months, stories and memories will unfold for everyone. We’ll 
enjoy covering every kick. Good luck! 
 
SIN BINS 
Could we see the use of Sin Bins throughout the Non-League Pyramid in the future? Last season the FA 
trialled the punishment across thirty-one leagues at various levels and this year that will be expanded with 
the plan for every league from Step Seven and below to use them from 2019/20. The FA chose to use sin 
bins solely for dissent. Did you know that one in four yellow cards is given for that offence? And last 
season’s pilot showed a significant reduction of 38%. It seems to be tackling the problem. The hope is sin 
bins will change behaviour because it will have an immediate impact. Backchat will see a player spend ten 
minutes on the sidelines and will harm the team straightaway, rather than receive a booking and carry on. 
The FA’s Head of Judicial Services, Mark Ives, answered questions on the system as part of our monthly 
NLP column with the governing body. He explained how the FA are governed by the International Football 
Association Board (IFAB) when it comes to laws of the game. At the moment, they are only allowed to 
introduce it at the grass-roots level. But should that change, I wonder if we’ll see it higher up the ladder. If 
it works, which it seems to, that can only be a good thing. 

 

 

1. Which two nations made their first appearance at this year's World Cup Finals? 

2. Which two sides contested the opening match of the tournament? 

3. What was the name of the tournament mascot?  

4. Which were the only two nations to fail to get a point in the group stages? 

5. In what year did Germany last fail to progress beyond the first round? 

6. Who were England's successful penalty takers in the Round of 16 victory over Colombia? 

7. What links Carlos Sánchez, Jérôme Boateng, Igor Smolnikov and Michael Lang? 

8. Who managed France to victory in the final? 

9. In which stadium were the opening and closing ceremonies staged? 

10. Which player received the Golden Ball award? 

                                           answers on next page 

Half-time quiz – FIFA World Cup Finals 2018 

http://www.thenonleaguefootballpaper.com/


 
  

 

 

 

Quiz answers: 1.Iceland & Panama 2. Russia & Saudi Arabia 3. Zabivaka 4.Egypt & Panama 5. 1938 

6. Kane, Rashford, Trippier, Dier 7. They were the only players to be sent off in this year's finals  

8. Didier Deschamps 9. Luzhniki Stadium, Moscow 10. Luka Modric 

http://www.dominos.co.uk
http://www.haguedental.com


  

This season sees Horsham Football Club entering a side at U23 level for the first time, entering the Bluefin 
Development League South, with newly-appointed manager Bryan O'Toole admitting he will be taking his 
squad "into the unknown". With the likes of Margate, Lewes, Cray Wanderers and Carshalton Athletic all 
helping to give the Southern Division a very competitive look, it promises to be a baptism of fire for the new 
side who played their second friendly at Hassocks on Thursday night. 

It was a very youthful side that went down to a narrow 2-1 loss at East Preston in their first outing last 
month and O'Toole is under no illusion as to the difficulty of the task that lay ahead.   

“The toughest thing for me is not knowing this younger generation of players” admitted the former 
Shoreham boss. “We’ve brought Will Searle in, who was on the management team at Pagham last season, 
so that will help, and signings attract signings so some have come in from recommendations from players 
who are already here. We’ve seen a massive turn around in players already, with probably only two or 
three remaining from the trial day and only two who were at the very first training session, so that tells you 
how hard we’ve had to work to get the right sort of player in. We’ve effectively gone from twenty-two down 
to three! 

We’ve got a decent nucleus of ten or eleven players right now but you never really know what to expect 
from them until that first match and, in that respect, I was very happy with how they fared at East Preston. 
We’d only trained three times as a full group whereas East Preston have been together for a year or so, so 
I wasn’t really sure how it would go. We went there with a sixteen year old, four seventeens, two eighteens 
and the others nineteen or twenty so it was a very young team but I was delighted with the effort they put 
in. We set up, not defensively, but perhaps a bit cautiously as we knew they’d be nervous in their first game 
but after about ten minutes we settled down and did really well. Two nights earlier, down at Horsham Park, 
we talked for about an hour about how we wanted them to play in terms of spacing, closing down, 
positional awareness and that sort of thing and I’ll give them ten out of ten because they amazed me by 
putting it all into place perfectly last night. 

We had a really good shape about us and East Preston didn’t test Tom Baxter, our goalkeeper, until the 
second half. They played a lot of long ball, which we coped comfortably with and created a number of 
decent openings ourselves. Ben Whiteley gave us the lead but then we missed a couple of golden 
opportunities to extend the lead but, to be honest, these matches are never about the scoreline and I was 
delighted with them at half-time. We thought we’d struggle after the break as it was very hot, which drained 
the life out of us, and after about an hour we were out on our feet. They got a very lucky equaliser when 
Tom came out to clear a backpass and kicked it straight against the forward’s back. It went over the line 
and that gave them the impetus to go on and they got the winner in the last few minutes. But there were so 
many positives that I could take from the performance, which was great, and it was also good to give Al 
Duncan some game time under his belt. He’s been out of the first team for quite a while because of injury 
and that’s part of the reason Dom was keen for the club to get an U23 side together, to give players like Al 
an opportunity to get back to full fitness. 

Looking ahead at the season, it will be something of the unknown as I’m more used to County League or 
Bostik South football, but we expect it to be tough. I’ve got no problem with that, though, as I’d rather we be 
in a tougher league even if that means losing a few matches because the players will gain a better 
experience from that than playing in a much easier league and winning two or three nil every week. Our 
ultimate aim is to be able to provide Dom with a player or two by the end of the season, so the experience 
of playing against top notch sides will only help the players’ development.” 

Current Horsham squad: Tom Baxter, Matt Blogg, Kieran Britland, Jake Chadwick, Jacob Malski, Henry 
Daramanda-Martin, Jack Manton, Harry Maynard, Jack Reeves, Lewis Reeves, Sam Vines, Ben Whiteley 

Horsham’s Bluefin Development League programme gets underway at Lewes on Monday 20th August with 
the first 'home' match taking place at Oakwood FC on Thursday 13th September when we entertain 
Hastings United. 

  

U23 Development League – a journey into the unknown! 



  
Bluefin U23 Development League South fixtures 2018/19 

Date Opposition Co

mp 

F-A Scorers 

20 Aug Lewes LGE   

04 Sep Ramsgate LGE   

13 Sep HASTINGS UNITED LGE   

17 Sep Tooting & Mitcham LGE   

27 Sep CRAY WANDERERS LGE   

02 Oct Molesey LGE   

11 Oct 

Sep 

BURGESS HILL TOWN LGE   

18 Oct THAMESMEAD TOWN LGE   

25 Oct Sittingbourne LGE   

01 Nov MARGATE LGE   

07 Nov Herne Bay LGE   

15 Nov 

NovOct 

CARSHALTON ATHLETIC LGE   

21 Nov Three Bridges LGE   

29 Nov LEWES LGE   

06 Dec 

Decv 

RAMSGATE LGE   

10 Dec 

Nov 

Hastings United LGE   

17 Jan TOOTING & MITCHAM LGE   

23 Jan Cray Wanderers LGE   

31 Jan MOLESEY LGE   

07 Feb Burgess Hill Town LGE   

11 Feb Thamesmead Town LGE   

21 Feb SITTINGBOURNE LGE   

26 Feb Margate LGE   

07 Mar HERNE BAY LGE   

11 Mar Carshalton Athletic LGE   

21 Mar THREE BRIDGES LGE   

 
Home matches in CAPITALS  
All home matches will be played at:  

Oakwood FC, Tinsley Lane, Crawley, West Sussex RH10 8AT (ko 7.45pm) 

Admission: £3 adults, £2 U16s 

 

http://www.aplan.co.uk/horsham


 

  

Down with the kids – a round up from Horsham Youth 
 

Wow….where did the closed season go? As always, it seems that there has been no break for Horsham 
Youth as we prepare to put out five squads for the 2018/19 Arun & Chichester Youth League campaign, 
including a new U11s side. Responsible for the development of our youngest age group are 'new boys' 
Sam Jones and Matt Robinson, to whom we say a huge welcome to the Horsham family. 
 
Ben Pugh has been busy adding to his U12s squad as they prepare for their first season of competitive 
football and the same goes for our U13s and both our teams at U14 level this season, amber and green, 
who have all made some good additions to their squads over the summer. We are thrilled that our former 
U18s goalkeeper, Robert Carter, has returned to coach the U14s 'keepers and I can already feel there is a 
buzz around the whole youth section as they are looking forward to the new season with the prospect of 
moving into our new ground giving an added sense of excitement. Sadly we say goodbye to our U16s and 
wish them the best of luck as they progress into U18s football but it's great to see some of our previous 
U18s involved with the club's new U23s Development squad. Good luck lads! 
 
To be honest most of the squads haven't had much of a break this summer as they've been involved in a 
number of tournaments, in which they've done very well and picked up a number of medals and cups. 
Behind the scenes it has been a busy time learning the new rules and regulations, which this season 
includes the introduction of the "sinbin" for Step 7 clubs and below. This new law will initially only apply to 
dissent-related indiscretions but I'm sure it will evolve over the seasons to come. There is also a new 
registration process where all registrations are held at the FA database, making it easier to track players, 
which will be a huge benefit to everyone. 
 
We have also been busy securing new sponsorship for the squads, for which I would like to thank all the 
managers' contacts. I'd also like to thank all those long term sponsors who have continued to show such 
loyalty towards Horsham Youth and, of course, to those for whom 2018/19 sees them pledging their support 
for the first time. This season's fantastic sponsors are Cover Timber & Builders Merchants, Spice 
Nights, SGS Surfaces, CMW Suzuki, Peter Woodley at Cartwood Buildings, Finecast, Horsham 
Mortgage Centre, Hague Dental Supplies and Dominos Pizzas. If you or your company would like to 
sponsor Horsham Youth, we do still have deals available so please get in touch. 
 
League action starts for the Youth sides on September 9th and the lads can't wait to get started. We are 
currently awaiting the release of the fixtures for next season and hope to produce them in the next home 
programme but all details will be on our website at www.horsham-fc.co.uk as soon as possible – just click 
on the Youth tab. And don't forget that you can also follow Horsham Youth on our Twitter account 
@wobblyjellys, including matchday updates. 
 
Everyone at Horsham Youth hopes that Dom, Adam, John and Andy have a great season with the first 
team squad as we all look forward to Horsham Football Club "Coming Home". We would also like to thank 
the Horsham FC board and committee for their support and hard work and wish them all an enjoyable 
season. We all know it's going to be a busy one, and will be tough at times, but if we all pull together it's 
going to be awesome and we're ready for the new adventure. Lastly, thank you to all the fans and 
volunteers who make our club so fantastic. We look forward to seeing you all in the new season. 
 
 
Annie Raby 
Youth Secretary 
 
If you would like to sponsor Horsham Youth, please email Annie at ivan.raby@btinternet.com or call 07800 
922442 
 
 
 

"Proudly we Serve" 
 



  

 

http://www.coversmerchants.co.uk


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

http://www.sussexhealthcare.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

On this day…. 

 

1929 

American baseball star George Herman 'Babe' Ruth Jr became the first 

player to hit 5,000 home runs in his career. Nicknamed "The Bambino" 

and "The Sultan of Swat", he began his MLB career as a left-handed 

pitcher for the Boston Red Sox, but achieved his greatest fame as a 

slugging outfielder for the New York Yankees. A seven-time World Series 

winner, Ruth is regarded as one of the greatest sports heroes in 

American culture and is considered by many to be the greatest baseball 

player of all time. In 1936, he was elected into the Baseball Hall of Fame 

as one of its "first five" inaugural members. 

1934 

The first civilian prisoners arrive at the 

Federal prison on Alcatraz Island, in 

San Francisco Bay. Formerly a military 

prison, it's remote location was later 

seen as the perfect place in which to 

incarcerate some of the country's most 

notorious criminals, such as Al Capone. 
 

 

1956 

Artist Paul Jackson Pollock died this day in an alcohol-related car 

accident. An American painter and a major figure in the abstract 

expressionist movement, Pollock was well known for his unique style of 

drip painting. During his lifetime, he enjoyed considerable fame and 

notoriety and was considered a major artist of his generation. Regarded 

as reclusive, he had a volatile personality and struggled with alcoholism 

for most of his life. In February 2016, it was reported that Pollock's 1948 

painting, Number 17A, had sold for $200 million 

1965 

The Watts riots, sometimes referred to as the Watts Rebellion, began 

in the Watts neighbourhood of Los Angeles on this day. Marquette 

Frye, an African-American motorist on parole for robbery, was pulled 

over for reckless driving. A minor roadside argument broke out, and 

then escalated into a fight with police. False rumours spread that the 

police had hurt a pregnant woman and six days of looting and arson 

followed. Los Angeles police needed the support of nearly 4,000 

members of the California Army National Guard to quell the riots, 

which resulted in 34 deaths and over $40 million in property damage.  

 

1994 

Peter Cushing, best known for his roles in the Hammer horror films of the 

1950s, 60s, and 70s died of prostate cancer, aged 81. Spanning over six 

decades, his acting career included appearances in more than 100 films, 

as well as many television, stage and radio roles but it was in the horror 

genre that the Shoreham College-educated actor became synonymous – 

and Hammer Productions in particular. Six times he played the part of 

Baron Frankenstein, as well as numerous roles in the Dracula films, but 

also appeared in Star Wars as Grand Moff Tarkin.  

 



 
  

This season we hope to run a regular feature in which we ask supporters to share their earliest memories of 

following Horsham Football Club. In the spotlight today is Heath Way resident Simon King, who recalls his 

first Queen Street visit some 43 years ago! 

"Under the floodlights at Queen Street, the date Saturday 15th November 1975, my first time watching the 

Hornets and my introduction to the beautiful game. I have my dad to thank for taking me to my first football 

match. Little did he know what he was starting, as this was the beginnings of my love affair with football and 

Horsham FC. I was seven and cannot recall much about the match, a Sussex Senior Cup tie with Lewes. I 

remember running around Queen Street with some school friends and paying little attention to the game, 

although the colours of both teams did catch my eye, the amber and green of Horsham and the red and 

black of Lewes. I found my dad’s match programme the other day and he recorded the score of 1-1, both 

goals coming in the second half, with Horsham’s scorer being Dave Roberts. Horsham went onto win the 

1975/76 Sussex Senior Cup, so it is quite nice to know that I was there at the start of their cup run. Adverts 

in the match programme include the likes of Peter Dominic, Clarke's Sports, Sounds Groovy, King and 

Barnes and Horsham Building Society, sadly all long gone. However, happy days and happy memories 

from a 1970’s childhood." 

MATCH REPORT: 

A fifth-minute penalty miss by Eric Whitington proved expensive for Horsham when they were held to a 1-1 
draw by Lewes in this Sussex Senior Cup second round tie at Queen Street. Although Dave Roberts scored 
what should have been the winner, midway through the second half, the Hornets again conceded a late 
goal to enable the Rooks to force a replay. It was uncharacteristic of Whitington to hit the spot-kick straight 
at ‘keeper Paul Swaysland but he did just that after being pushed while in position on the near post to 
receive Mick Cornwell’s corner-kick. As Lewes continued to dominate the game, especially in midfield, ex-
Hornet Peter Medhurst hit one narrowly wide and Dai Mason was kept busy. But the Hornets found their 
sting in the second half and Swaysland had to be on his toes. He was helpless, however, in the seventy-
second minute when Roberts turned suddenly, slipped past two defenders and hammered the ball into the 
net with his favoured left foot. 
 
Again, though, as in the previous two games, Horsham showed their lack of professionalism by allowing 
Lewes back into the game and they paid for their laxity when Terry Parris hit a speculative thirty-five yarder 
with two minutes to go. With Mason caught in two minds, the ball whipped past him on the bounce into the 
net. 
 

Horsham Lewes 

Dai Mason Paul Swaysland 

Denis Strudwick Mick Kappler 

Mick Fountain B Jones 

John Green Alan Clarke 

Terry Williamson Geoff Raynsford 

Tony Goodgame Alan Jones 

Jimmy Cock Peter Medhurst 

Vic Bragg Terry Parris 

Micky Cornwell Terry Graves 

Eric Whitington Alex Siveyer 

Dave Roberts Andy Ring 

 

Why not share your earliest memories of watching HFC by emailing horshamfc@yahoo.co.uk? We'll provide 

the report and line-ups, you just supply the memories!  

 

My first time 

 

 

mailto:horshamfc@yahoo.co.uk


 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.akashrestaurant.co.uk
http://www.thebeeressentials.co.uk
http://www.newstreetbutchers.co.uk
http://www.mortgagesolutionsltd.co.uk
http://www.mortgagesolutionsltd.co.uk


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    
HORSHAM 

    
SITTINGBOURNE 

Amber & Lincoln Green 
 

   Red & Black  

Brannon Daly                      Harry Brooks 
Steve Metcalf    Rob Lofting 
Joe Taylor    Chris Webber 
Joe Shelley     Lex Allan 
Lewis Hyde    Josh Dorling  
Charlie Farmer    Lewis Chambers 
Daryl Coleman    Dan Parkinson 
Dean Lovegrove    Tommy Flagg 
Lee Harding    Ira Jackson 
Jack Hartley    Tom Loynes 
Charlie Harris    Johan Caney-Bryan 
James McElligott       Dylan Riches 
Will Hoare    K J McFarlane 
George Hayward    Patrick Lee 
Rob O'Toole     
Tyrell Richardson-Brown     
Chris Smith     
George Landais     
Darren Boswell     
 

Referee: 
Jamie Wells 

Assistant Referees: Will Briers & Rachel Marlow 
 

COMING NEXT TO CULVER ROAD: 
Monday 27th August 2018 
Bostik South East Division 

HAYWARDS HEATH TOWN 
Kick-off 3pm 

Admission £9 adults, £5 concessions, £1 U16s 
 

website: www.horsham-fc.co.uk 
Facebook: www.facebook/HorshamFC 

Twitter: @horshamfc 

 All original material © 2018 
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